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ir r 1. appeare, *by this Trab, w UI pregott is b yery | 
| drab in the aff of tormenting, and has contrived ſo many few and * 
extraordinary modes of puniſhment for a woman, that he appears. fully 5 mM 
qualified to prefide at a Spaniſh inquiſition. Mrs. Browarig, in her 
day, was thought an adept in every ſpecies of cruelty, but our hero 
has refined upon her principles; and diſdaining to "inflict common 
puniſhments, has invented a ſyſtem of, his owna His unparalleled: 
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HE libel ſets forth, that Iſaac 
= Preſcott, Eſq; on the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1779, (being then a bachelor, of 
the age of twenty- one years and r 
was married to Jane Walter, alſo of the 
age of twenty-one years, daughter of the 
Reverend Richard Walter, chaplain of 
his majeſty's Dock- Yard at Portſmouth, 
conſummated . 
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| marriage by carnal copulation, and lived 
and cohabited together at ſeveral places, 


That the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott is a perſon 
of a moroſe, ſurly, tyrannical, cruel, 
ſavage, and wicked temper, and diſpoſi- 
tion, and, during all the time he coha- 
bited with his ſaid wife, his behaviour 
to her has been one continued ſcene of 
unprovoked and unabated wanton cruelty, 
and he has conſtantly endeavoured, by 
every means in his power, to make her 
completely wretched. That the faid 
Reverend Richard Walter, too much re- 
lying on the honour and generoſity of 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, gave him 20001. 
as a marriage portion with his faid 
daughter, without inſiſting on or having 
any ſettlement. That the ſaid Jane Preſ- 
cott is a perſon of a very modeſt carriage 
and behaviour, and of a very meek, mild, 
affable, obliging, tractable, ſubmiſhve, 
and obedient temper, and behaved to 
her ſaid huſband, with the greateſt 
tenderneſs, ſubmiſſion, and duty; and 
concealed his unprovoked cruelties to- 
wards her, until ſhe was no longer able 
—S ) ĩ˙ 1 | 


That ſoon after their marriage, till 
Mrs. Preſcott left the houſe for the 
: OS 1 


Laac Preſcott, 25. 5 
preſervation of her life, he conſtantly 


treated her in the moſt cruel manner, 


by damning and blaſting her, calling her 
bitch, whore, and many other oppro- 
brious names, and making uſe of ſuch 
language to her, as only the vileſt of men 
uſe to the moſt abandoned women, and 


by ſpitting in her face; and down her 


back, and. endeavouring ' to ſpit in her 


mouth, . by depriving her of reſt and food, 


and throwing wine, punch, beer, and 
other liquors in her face; by terrifying 
her with fire arms, and by ſtriking her 
many violent and dangerous blows, with 
his fiſt and cane, on her head, face, neck, 


| breaſt, and other parts of the body; 


and kicking her ſo as to nnn; her 
life. 


That, on the 11th of January, only ſix 


days after their marriage, without any 


eauſe whatever, except her being dreſſed 


neat and clean, to go down. to dinner, he 
tore her cap from her head, and gave her 
a blow on the ear, with * clinched fiſt, 


which knocked her down, and then took 


her up in his arms, and threw her with 
great violence out of the room; thereby 


greatly hurting and bruiſing her; that he 
alſo treated her with equal cruelty on 1 775 | 


* oth. of the lame month. 
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That ſoon after, he confined her in 2 
room with him, and gave her ſeveral. 
— blows with his doubled fiſt; ſwearing, 
at the ſame time, that, if ſhe cryed loud 
enough to be heard, he would uſe her ten 
times worſe; he then compelled her te 
kneel in a diſtant part of the room, for 
wards of two hours, moſt ſolemniy 
ſwearing that if ſhe changed her poſture, 
or ſpoke to him, he would quit the houſe, 
and never ſce her more. That he often 
-obliged her to kneel by his bed-fide 
for two hours at a time, before he would 
permit her to go into bed. That, when 
in bed, he ſtruck her many dangerous 
blows on her head, face, breaſt, and other 
places, with his doubled fiſt, and violent- 
ly, pulled her about the bed, until her 
cap fell off, and her hair flowed over 
her ſhoulders. . 


That on or about the 4d of June 1779. 
Mrs. Preſcott, being then with child, and 
very weak and ill from his bad treat- 
ment, went into the garden to eat fruit, 
when ſhe was followed by her huſband, 
who ſeeing her pick ſome ſtrawberries, 
ordered her to deſiſt, which ſhe did; and, 
afterwards, not thinking herſelf followed. 
by Captain Preſcott, the pulled ſome 
—_ Cherries; when he pelted her with dry 

8 5 — 


n * 7 * I. „ 1 x * n 7 Bac % £ 7 Sex 54 
* n 3 + Ye Ws ba ro dy), Exp; * q . —— — n Han Sos Sy * 
4 p * . WF. PAY pL > - acid 5 * Len and. 54 A 7 - 9 2 - Foy Fas . 8 Wy, > | es / Wn . a 
4 WT TH LT. Me opt OI 3 Gd IC Fo OY ot TA 
* 7 2 3 . —_ TR 3 21 7 1 « 3 IJ , Ws HILL 
8 ve” > "Ks . Wa 8 e - . 
2 — oy _ 


79 
ap 


dirt and ſmall ſtones, till her gown and 
linen were covered with lumps of earth, 
That he took the cherries from her with 


great violence, and, with a handful of 


mould, crammed them altogether into her 


mouth, and afterwards ſtruck her a vio= 
lent blow on the face with his doubled 


fiſt, and greatly bruiſed her. 54,208. ee 


That Captain Preſcott took his wife 


on board his majeſty's ſhip the Seaford, 


then lying at Portſmouth, which he com- 
manded; and whilſt ſhe was there, ſhe 
having pleated inſtead of having gathered 
ſome black ſtocks, which ſhe was making 


face, before his natural daughter Geor- 


| giana Prefcott, a child of about eleven 


ears of age, and then rung his bell that 
is ſervant might come and look at her, 


and kept her 'in that poſture till the 
- inſtant of the man's coming into the 


A | I 


That, when ſhe was four months gone 
with child, he took a year's collection of 


Magazines; bound into a volume, and 1 


with it gave her a dangerous blow on the 
lower part of her belly, and thereby 


greatly endangered het life. That he 
3 S N ORE 5 after 34S 


for him, he beat and bruiſed her moſt 
cruelly, pulled her petticoats over her 
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afterwards - deviſed new methods of 


laguing and Hurting her, by rubbing 


* face upwards with great force, which 


put her to great pain and anguiſh, That, 
foon after ſhe was delivered of a dead 


child, and in a dangerous ſtate, he gave 
her a moſt violent and dangerous blow on 
the head, and greatly hurt her. That, 


about the 17th of November, the very 


day after his return from Newfoundland, 


| he beat her moſt cruelly, and made her 


out of bed, and ſtand i ſhivering for 


get 
two Los Fi her Me on a. marble 


6 That about the beg ginning of March, 
1781, her ſtrength and ſpirits being 
exhauſted by oppreſſion, grief, and diſ- 
treſs, ſhe laid herſelf down on a box, 
which ſtood on the chair next her, which 
offended the captain ſo much, that he 
gave her a violent blow with his cane on 
her elbow, the pain of which threw her 
into fits; from which ſhe ſoon after re- 
covered; that the captain then fell on his 
knees, and with claſped hands and up- 
lifted eyes, beſought God to ſhower his 
eternal damnation on Mrs. Preſcott, 1 


That at another time, ſeeing me had 
2 to write a letter to her father, 
| com- | 


hace Preſeott, El. 


tomplaining of her huſband's treatment, 


with great rage and anger he bit her face, 


and ſaid, as he had often done before, that 


if he was not afraid of being over- heard, 
by the neighbours, he would uſe her ten 


dies worſe, but that, when he returned 


from his voyage, he intended living in 
the country; and then he would tie her 


to the bed-poſt, and horſe-whip her as 
| * as he had ſtrength to do iti. 


That, on the 15 th or 16th of F ebruary, 


| the being then 5 child, he kicked her 


with great violence in the belly, and 


gave her a dreadful blow on the knee 


with his foot. 


That he git in her face, gave her a 


violent box on the ear; and a dreadful + 


ſtroke on the ſmall of her back with his 
foot; and knocked her down on the floor, 


and rendered her unable to move * a 


conſiderable time. 


That on or about the 26th of Febru⸗ 
aty, 1781, the captain, on taking leave f 
his wife, impricated the bittereſt curſes 


on his own head, if he did not on his 


return to England, make her the moſ® 
unhappy of women, and vowed to eren. 1 
cute every cruel * for that purpoſe.” | 7” 5 
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That on or about the 26th of March, 
1782, after an abſence of about thirteen 
months, ' the captain returned, and re- 
newed his inhuman treatment to his wife, 


kicking and ſtriking her, blacking her 
face with the tongs, and uſing the moſt 
| indecent and immodeſt language to her, 


and in her hearing. 


That, on or about the 14th of July, 
he gave her ſeveral violent blows on her 


head and face, with his doubled fiſt, for | 


only ſaying ſhe was ſleepy. 


That on or about the month of Octo- 
ber, 1782, ſhe having dreſſed herſelf 


neatly, but plainly, he, with a ſharp 
arden knife in his hand, threatened to 
cut her cloaths off her back, and actually 
began cutting her cloaths with the faid 


garden knife. 


That in the evening of the 28th of 
October, he exerciſed variety of cruelties 
upon her, upon which ſhe ſcreamed out, 

and rang the bell; and a ſervant maid 


then appearing, he ſhut her out, and 
locked the door; he then laughed at her, 
ſpit in her face, and violently rubbed. her 


mouth, chin, and noſe upwards; and 


then he pulled her petticoats over her 
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Laac Preſeott, Ee. 11 | 
head, and compelled her to fit with 


them ſo for ſome time; till, at length, 
he being himſelf frightened at the alarm- 


ing ſtate to which he had reduced her, 
afliſted her to bed, undreſſing her him- 


ſelf, to prevent the ſervants ſeeing the 
weak helpleſs ſtate in which ſhe then 
was; and ſhe lay all that night in ſuch 
agonies, that it was every minute expected 
ſhe would miſcarry, and the next morning 


ſhe was hardly able to move. 


T hat, apprehending herſelf to be in 
great danger, and for the preſervation of 
her life, ſhe did, on or about the 6th of 
November, 1782, quit her huſband's 
houſe, and put herſelt under the care and 


protection of her father. 


That, beſides the wa ſpecies of 
cruelty already mentioned, the faid Cap- 
tain Preſcott, while he and his wife were 


at Portſmouth, refuſed. to allow her to 


breakfaſt, and he kicked his ſervant, John 
Silk, for catching him giving her ſome. 
breakfaſt; and ſwore, that if ever he 


caught him doing the like again, he would, 
kick him to hell. That Mrs. Preſcott. > 


was often obliged to get meals by ſtealth,  _} 
That, in general, her huſband hardly al- 
lowed her victuals enough to ſupport | 

1 nature, 
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nature, and ſhe was often very weak and 
faint for want of nouriſhment. 


That, without any cauſe or provocation, 


Captain Preſcott violently dragged his wife 
down ſtairs by her heels, and with great 
Tage and force, daſhed her head againſt the 
ſtairs, and greatly hurt and bruiſed her. 


That afterwards, he lock'd his wife out 
of every room in his houſe at Teddington, 
except the garrets, which he ſaid were 
good enough for her, and would not 
ſuffer her to eat with him; and ſhe was, 
for ſeveral days, forced to eat her meals 
v pon the garret landing- place. 
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IN THE 


Conſiſtory COURT at Doctors Commons, 


11th Auguſt, 1783. 
DEPOSITIONS. 


The Depoſition of Ann Lucas. 


NN LUCAS, of Portſea, in the 
county of Southampton, ſpinſter, 

aged thirty-one years, a witneſs produced 
and ſworn ; depoſes and ſays, ſhe has 
known the articulate Jane Preſcott, the 
producent in this cauſe, and alſo the arti- 
culate Iſaac Preſcott, her huſband, the 
other party in this cauſe, for ſeveral 
years paſt, and was well acquainted with 
them reſpectively, long before their mar- 
riage ; that the ſaid Jane Preſcott (whoſe 
maiden-name was Walter) is the daughter 
of the Reverend Richard Walter, e deck, 
chaplain of 18 majeſty” 8 Dock-Yards. ; 
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Portſmouth, by 
with both of whom the deponent alto 
hath been acquainted many years: and 
the ſaid Jane Preſcott hath, to her know- 

ledge, been very virtuouſly _ and 
brought. up; and was and is a perſon 
whom the deponent always thought and 
does think and eſteem, from every thing 
ſhe ever ſaw of her, to be of a very mes og 

affable, obliging, and condeſcending tem- 
per, and diſpoſition; and always behaved 
to the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, with the 
utmoſt reſpect, ſubmiſſion, and tender- 
neſs. That the faid Iſaac Preſcott, and 
Jane Preſcott, were married in the month 
of January 1779, and ſoon after lived and 
reſided together at lodgings, which they 
hired at the houſe of a Mrs. Moore, on 
Portſmouth Common, where they lodged 
about a month or five weeks at that time. 
That they came a ſecond time to lodge 
at the houſe of the ſaid Mrs. Moore, 
about the beginning of July, in the ſaid 
year 1779; and then alſo reſided there 
about five weeks, and until the ſaid I ſaac 
Preſcott failed for Quebec on board his 
majeſty's ſhip, Seaford; and, during the 


ſaid two periods, the deponent frequently: 


viſited, and was very much in company 
with the faid Jane Preſcott, and Iſaac 


Preſcatt, and was very frequently an 
| 9 


Jane Walter his wife, 
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eye-witneſs of the ſaid Ifaac Prefcott's 
flying into the moſt violent paſſions at 
the ſaid Jane Preſcott, his wife, without 
the leaſt cauſe or provocation whatever, 
that the deponent ſaw or that he aſſigned; 
and at ſuch times uſed to curſe and ſwear 
at the ſaid Jane Preſcott, in the moſt 
violent horrid manner the deponent ever 
heard, and treated the ſaid Jane Preſcott 
with the moſt violent and abuſive lan- 
guage; and the ſaid Jane Preſcott, on 
ſuch occaſions, was always ſo far from 
provoking him thereto, that ſhe uſed to 
ſpeak and behave to him in the moſt re- 
ſpectful ſubmiſſive manner poſſible, and 
uſe every expedient ſhe could think of, to 
endeavour to pacify him, but generally 
without effect; and from what the de- 
' ponent hath ſeen of the behaviour of the 
ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, ſhe looks upon and 


| eſteems him to be a man of the molt ſurly, 


moroſe, and paſſionate temper and diſ- 
poſition, of any one ſhe ever knew or was 
in company with. 


She further ſaith, that ſhe well remem- 
bers the firſt time that the ſaid Iſaac and 
Jane Preſcott ſo lodged at Mr. Moore's, 
that the ſaid Jane Preſcott was ill and 
confined for ſome days with a bilious 
complaint, That upon her recovery 

7 there- 
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therefrom, and the firſt day of her coming 
down ſtairs, the deponent went and dined 
in company with her, and the faid Iſaac 
Preſcott, and a daughter of the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott, then about nine or ten years 
old. That on ſuch occaſion the faid 
Iſaac Preſcott appeared all dinner time 
in a very ſullen and ſurly temper, and 
fcarcely ſpoke or eat any thing; but very 
| ſoon after dinner, he ſuddenly, flew out 
into a molt violent paſſion, and began to 
curſe and ſwear at the ſaid Jane Preſcott, 
in the moſt horrid manner, without the 
leaſt cauſe or provocation that the depo- 
nent ſaw or heard him affign, and uſed the 
moſt violent and abuſive language, and 
called the ſaid Jane Preſcott by many vile, 
opprobrious, and abuſive names, and 
went up to her, and ſeveral times thruſt 
his clenched fiſt in her face, in a threat- 
ening manner as if going to ſtrike her. 
That the faid Jane Preſcott was at that 
time extremely weak through her late 
illneſs; and whilſt the faid Iſaac Preſcott 
was ſo abufing, ſwearing and holding 
his clenched fiſt at the ſaid Jane Preſcott, 
the deponent ſaw her on the floor; but 
whether ſhe had fallen from any blow or 
puſh given her by the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott, 
or whether ſhe ſlipped down from her 


weakneſs and the terror the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott's 


Tſaat Preſcott, Efq. 17 
Preſcott's violent behaviour had put her 
into, the deponent cannot take upon her 
to ſay; for ſhe herſelf was fo terrified, that 
the had retired to the further part of the 
room, and could not take the moſt parti- 
cular notice, and was ſoon after obliged to 
go out into the garden, for fear of faint- 

ing. That after the deponent had been in 
the garden ſome little time, ſhe went up 
into the ſaid Jane Preſcott's bed chamber, 
and there found her lying down on the 
bed, in a very weak, low ſtate, and in 
great terror and agitation of .mind, from 
the ſaid Kaac Preſcott's violent behaviour; 
and the deponent then took her leave, and 


left her. 


The Ami alſo faith, that during 
the ſecond time the ſaid Iſaac and Jane 
Preſcott ſo lodged at Mrs. Moore's, at 
Portſmouth, in the month of July and 
Auguſt 1779, ſhe ſeveral times viſited 
them, and ſaw ſeveral inſtances of the 
| faid Ifaac Preſcott's violent and abuſive 
behaviour to the ſaid Jane Preſcott, alto- 
gether without cauſe or provocation, fo 
tar as the deponent did or could ſee or 
obſerve. That the faid Iſaac Preſcott's 
ſhip, the Seaford, was then under failing 
orders for Quebec, and the deponent well 


remembers calling one morning in parti- 
6 cular 
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cular on the ſaid Jane Preſcott, when ſhe 
found her in great apparent agony and 
diſtreſs; and the ſaid Jane Preſcott, then 
told the deponent that the ſaid Iſaac Preſ- 
cott had been treating her very ill, that 
he had diſcharged their lodgings at Mrs. 
Moore's, and was gone on board his ſhip, 
and when he left her, vowed he would 
never ſee her more ; and the deponent 
then adviſing her to try to ſoften and pa- 
cify him by a letter, ſhe agreed thereto. 
That the deponent called on the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott again the ſame afternoon, and 
whilſt ſhe was fitting with her in her 
bed-chamber, the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott came 
to the room, and inſtantly, without any 
provocation whatever, flew into a moſt 
violent paſſion, and began to curſe and 
{wear in a moſt horrid manner, called the 
ſaid Jane Preſcott by many opprobrious 
names, and treated her with the moſt 
ſcurrilous and abuſive language, and alſo 4} 
went up to her and gave her ſuch a puſh | 
as to make her and the ſeat ſhe ſat on | 
totter; but whether he actually puſhed 
her down, ſhe cannot poſitively ſay, 
though, to the beſt of her preſent re- 
collection, ſhe thinks he did. That the 
deponent was then fo terrified at the 
faid Ifaac Preſcott's violence, that the 
immediately afterwards quitted the houſe, 
So ES leaving 


* 
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leaving them together; and the faid 
Iſaac Preſcott continuing in the moſt 


violent paſſion, and abuſing the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott, who was at that time three or 


four months gone with child. 


She further ſays, that ſhe well re- 
members the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott and Jane 
Preſcott coming to lodge at Portſmouth 
Common, a third time, at the houſe of 


a Mrs, Phillips, in Frederic Street, 
which was, as ſhe thinks, on or about the 


month of February or March, 1780, ſhe 
having hired the lodgings for them: 


that whilſt they ſo lodged there, the de- 


ponent ſaw and viſited them there a few 
times, at which time the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott appeared to be in a very weak 
ſtate of health, having lain-in ſhortly 
before; notwithſtanding which, the de- 
ponent was never in their company with 
out the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott falling into the 
moſt violent paſſions, curſing and ſwear- 


ing at, and uſing the moſt abuſive, vio 
lent, and indecent language to the he =— 
Jane Preſcott, and calling her by the . 


moſt opprobrious names; and the ſaid: 
Iſaac Preſcott's conſtant ill temper and 
behaviour, and abuſive and improper lan- 


guage towards the ſaid Jane Preſcott, be- 


came ſo extremely diſagreeable and offen 7 
C 2 T2 ſave - 
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five to the n that ſhe, « on that ac- 


count ſolely, was obliged to diſcontinue 


her viſits to the ſaid Jane Preſcott. 


This deponent further ſays, that on all 
the occaſions by her beforementioned, 
when ſhe hath ſo ſeen the faid Iſaac 
Preſcott in paſſions with and violently 


ſwearing at, and abuſing the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott, ſhe always behaved towards him 


in the moſt ſubmiſſive. manner poſſible, 
begging to know by what means ſhe had 
inadvertently offended him, that ſhe might 


avoid giving him any occaſion of offence in 


future, but without ſuch condeſcenſion 


and ſubmiſſion at any time producing the 


deſired effect. That at times, when the 


ſaid Iſaac Preſcott hath been cool, and not 


in any paſſion, he hath frequently declared 


to the deponent, he thought there was not 


à more amiable woman living than the ſaid 


Jane Preſcott his wife; and at ſuch times 


uſed. to lament to the deponent that by 


bis behaviour, and the violence of his 


mper, he ſhould have occaſioned her 


"fo much uneafjneſs : and further ſhe can- 


not depoſe. 


ANNE LUCAS. 
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Tbe Depoſition of Mary Ridge. 


MARY RIDGE, wife of Thomas 
Ridge, Eſquire, of Kilmiſton, in the 
county of Southampton, aged thirty-three 
years, a witneſs produced and ſworn, ſays, 
that ſhe hath known the articulate Jane 
Preſcott, the producent in this cauſe, from 
her infancy, and hath alſo known the ar- 
ticulate Iſaac Preſcott, the huſband, the 
other party in this cauſe, for about five or 
fix years paſt, and before he married the 
faid Jane Preſcott : that ſhe hath alſo been 
well acquainted with the Rev. Richard 

Walter, and jane Walter his wife, the 
father and mother of the ſaid Jane Preſ- 
cott, whoſe maiden name was Walter, 
many years, and knows the ſaid Jane Preſ- 
cott hath been virtuouſly brought up, and 
always did and now does look upon and 
eſteem the ſaid Jane Preſcott to he a per- 
ſon of a very mild, amiable, affable, and 
condeſcending temper and diſpoſition, and 
has always borne the beſt of characters as 

far as the deponent ever heard: that the 
ſaid Iſaac and Jane Preſcott were married 


in January 1779, as the deponent hath 
always 
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always underſtood and believes ; and from 


what the deponent hath ever ſince obſerved 


of the behaviour of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, 
particularly ſince his marriage with the 
faid Jane Preſcott, ſhe looks upon him to 
be a perſon of a very ſurly, moroſe, vio- 


lent and paſſionate temper; and hath ſeen 


ſeveral inſtances of very violent and ill 
behaviour of the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott towards 


the faid Jane Preſcott, as will be hereafter | 


more particularly mentioned. 


She further ſaith, PERS on a Sunday, in 
the latter end of May 1779, the ſaid Iſaac 


and Jane Preſcott came on a viſit to her 


and her huſband, at their houſe at Lim-_ 


ington, and ſtaid with them till the 
Thurſday following. That one after- 


noon, during the ſaid time, but the par- 


ticular day the deponent cannot now re- 


collect, the ſaid Iſaac and Jane Preſcott, 


being together in their bed-chamber, the 


deponent heard the faid Jane Preſcott 
ſeream out very much; whereupon the 


deponent. going to, and knocking at the 


door, and aſking what was the matter, 


the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott bid her come in. 


That the deponent accordingly did ſo, 


and found the ſaid Jane Preſcott in tears, 


kneeling down, and putting ſome things 
into a portmanteau, and the ſaid Iſaac 


Preſcott 
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Preſcott apparently in a violent rage, and 
ſtanding over her with a ſtick in his 
hand. That on the deponent's entering 
the room, and repeating her queſtion, the 
ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, in the moſt violent 
manner, replied, God damn her blood, a 
bitch, I'll bring her noſe to the grind- 
ſtone; and ſoon after left the room, cur- 


ſing and ſwearing in the moſt horrid man- . 


ner, and calling the ſaid Jane Preſcott by 
many opprobrious names. That after he 
was gone, the ſaid Jane Preſcott told the 
deponent, the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott had been 


beating her on her back and neck, with 
his ſtick; and ſhe then ſhewed the depo- 


nent the back of her neck, on which 


there appeared very plainly the red marks, 
or bruiſes, as of violent ſtrokes of a ſtick 
freſhly inflicted. And the deponent 
alſo ſays, that on the next day, after the 
above circumſtance, ſhe was walking in 
the garden with Iſaac and Jane Preſcott, 
and a Mrs. Bourchier, Mrs. Preſcott's - 
filter, when the ſaid Ifaac and Jane Preſ- 
cott left them, and went into a different 
walk. That ſoon after, the deponent 
heard the ſaid Jane Preſcott cry out; and, 
running towards them, as ſoon as ſhe 
was got into the walk, ſhe obſerved the 
faid Ifaac Preſcott, with his cane in his 
hand, and his arm lifted up as if going 

| 10 
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to ſtrike the ſaid Jane Preſcott, and tHE 
ſaid Jane Preſcott with her hand lifted up 
as if to defend the blow from her head : 
that upon the deponent's running up, and 
aſking the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott what he 
was doing, he dropped his arm, without 
ſtriking the faid Jane Preſcott, but began 
calling her names, and treating her with 
the moſt abuſive language ; and, in 
particular, the deponent remembers his 
damning her for a bitch, and bidding 
her return to the back of the Point, 
from whence he took her, thereby al- 
luding, as the deponent believes, to the 
back of the Point at Portſmouth, which 
is a place notoriouſly infamous for the re- 
ſort of failors, and the moſt abandoned of 
women. That they went towards the 
houſe, when the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott ob- 
ſerving the ſaid Jane Preſcott to whiſper 
to the deponent, aſked what ſhe ſaid ; 
and in a moſt peremptory and magiſterial 
manner, ordered her up to her room. 
That the deponent told him ſhe would 
come in a moment; but he was not ſatis- 
fied with that, and, in a violent paſſion, 
ſwore ſhe ſhould go inſtantly. That the 
ſaid Jane Preſcott thereupon begging of 
the deponent to intercede with the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott to excuſe her oi ly until ſhe 
had been to the neceſſary, as (ne had great 
5 | | occaſion, 
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occaſion, and which was what ſhe had 


whiſpered the deponent about, he the 
ſaid Iſaac Preſcott poſitively refuſed, and 


did not permit her to go; but drove her 


up ſtairs before him, holding and ſhaking 


his cane over her: that the deponent im- 


mediately went into the court- yard, be- 
fore the houſe, where ſhe heard the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott ſcream out violently, and 
ſhe preſently aftetwards threw up the 
ſaſh, and begged of the deponent to bring 
her a little vinegar, for that the faid Iſaac 
Preſcott had ſtruck her on the thumb; 


and bruiſed it violently. That the de- 


ponent accordingly carried up ſome vine- 
gar, and on entering the room, found the 


faid Jane Preſcott, in great agony and 


diſtreſs, and in tears, and her thumb 
much ſwelled; but the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott, - 


then in the moſt ſurly, paſſionate manner, 


ſaid damn her, the wants no vinegar, 
there's nothing the matter with her, or to 
that effect; but the ſaid Jane Preſcott's 
thumb, on the next day, when they left 
the deponent's houſe, was very black, and 
ſo bruiſed, as to be quite uſeleſs to her. 
That the ſaid Jane Preſcott then again 
begged of the deponent, to intercede witli 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, to permit her to 
go down to the neceſſary, which ſne 
accordingly did, but the faid Iſaac Preſ- 
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cott again poſitively refuſed to permit her 
to go, ſaying God damn her, a bitch, ſhe 
ſhall not ſtir an inch. That the depo- 
nent thereupon repreſenting to him, that 
as ſhe was young with child, as the fact 
was, that it might be of bad conſequence 
to her, he nevertheleſs remained inflexi- 
ble, ſwearing again ſhe ſhould not ſtir, 
let the conſequence be what it would, 
or to that effect, That the deponent 
thereupon went down ſtairs, and the ſaid 
Iſaac and Jane Preſcott ſoon followed, 

| When the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott was laugh- 
| ing, and appeared perfectly good- hu- 
| moured, and called the ſaid Jane Preſ- 
'F cott by many tender endearing names, 
| i as if nothing had happened. That on the 
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following morning, before breakfaſt, the 
deponent was in a dreſſing room, adjoin- 
ing to the chamber of the ſaid Iſaac and 
Jane Preſcott, when ſhe heard the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott violently abuſe, and ſwear 
at the ſaid Jane Preſcott; that he ſoon 
after came into the room to the deponent, 
when the deponent aſking him if any 
thing was the matter with Mrs. Preſcott, 
He replied, Oh! damn her, ſhe is ſick, ſhe 
does nothing but ſpew: whereupon the 
deponent ſaying ſhe would go in, and ſee 
if ſhe could be of any ſervice to her; 


he * Oh! no, damn her; let her 
| alone; 
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alone; let her ſpew by herſelf, if ſhe 
will; and then left the deponent. That 
the deponent then went into the ſaid Mrs. 
Preſcott's room, where ſhe found her in 
tears, in the greateſt diſtreſs, ſitting with 
only her under- petticoat on, her cap off, 
and her hair quite diſhevelled. 


The deponent alſo ſays, that when the 


ſaid Jane Preſcott married the ſaid Iſaac 


Preſcott, ſhe appeared to be in a ve 

good ſtate of health; and from the con- 
tents of her letters to the deponent, ſince, 
ſhe underſtands and believes her health 
to be very much impaired, occaſioned, 


as ſhe has every reaſon to ſuppoſe, by the 


ill- treatment ſhe hath received from the 


ſaid Ifaac Preſcott. 


MARY RIDGE. 
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The Depofition of Richard Walter, 


The Rev. RICHARD WALTER, 
of Portſmouth, in the county of South- 


ampton, clerk, aged 65 years, a witneſs 


produced and ſworn. He depoſes and 
ſays, he is the natural and lawful father 
of the articulate Jane Preſcott, the pro- 
ducent in this cauſe, who, in the month 
of January 1779, being then a ſpinſter of 
the age of twenty-one years and upwards, 
was, by the deponent, lawfully married to 
the articulate Iſaac Preſcott, the other 
party in this cauſe, in the pariſh church 
of Portſmouth, in the county of South- 
ampton; that the deponent, with his own 
hand, wrote and entered the entry of the 
ſaid marriage in the original regiſter- book 
for marriages, kept in and for the ſaid 
pariſh church of Portſmouth, for the ſaid 


' year 1779, and ſubſcribed his name to 
| ſuch entry, and now the ſaid original re- 


giſter book of marriages before him, and 
referring to the original entry of the mar- 
ciage of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, ' and the 

1 2 faid 


Jaac Preſcott, Ejq. 29 
faid Jane Preſcott, formerly Walter, by 
him entered therein, and ſigned as afore- 
ſaid; and having carefully examined and 
collated the copy or extract of the mar- 
riage contained in the ſaid paper writing 
or exhibit, marked No. 1, with the ſaid 
original entry, he finds the ſaid copy to 
be and contain a true and authentic copy 
or extract of the ſaid original entry; and 
he is well aſſured, that Iſaac Preſcott and 
Jane Walter, mentioned in the ſaid copy 
or extract, and the articulate Jane Preſ- - 
cott, formerly Walter, the producent, 
and Iſaac Preſcott her huſband, the other 
party in this cauſe, were and are the ſame 
perſons, and not divers. 


The 1 further ſaith, that the 
laid Iſaac Preſcott and Jane Preſcott, im- 
mediately after the ſaid marriage, reſided 
at the deponent's houſe at Portſmouth, 
for a month or five weeks, and from 
thence went to London together; that 
the deponent, on the marriage of his ſaid 
daughter, gave the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, as 
a portion with his daughter, the ſum of 
20001. without having the ſame, or any 
part, ſettled upon her. That the depo- 
nent cauſed the ſaid Jane Preſcott to be 
educated in a very ſober, pious, and vir- 


tuous manner; and the deponent is con- 
vinced 
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vinced, that ſhe was and is a perſon of a 
very meek, mild, affable, tractable, and 
obedient temper. That from what the 
deponent had always obſerved of the 
carriage and behaviour of the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott, previous to his marriage with 


the ſaid Jane Preſcott, he always looked 


upon and thought him a man of a cour- 
teous and affable diſpoſition, and a very 
entertaining good companion ; but as well 
from the obſervation he hath opportu- 
nity of making himſelf, as from every 
thing he hath heard reſpecting the con- 


duct and behaviour of the ſaid Iſaac 


Preſcott, towards the ſaid Jane Preſcott, 
ſince his marriage with her, he hath every 
reaſon to believe him to be a man of . 


violent temper and diſpoſition. 


The deponent alſo ſays, that ſeveral 
times immediately after the ſaid marriage, 
as the deponent and his wife were ſitting 
in their parlour, below ſtairs, and the 
ſaid Ifaac Preſcott and Jane Preſcott, 
were in their room up ſtairs, they have 
heard the voice of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott 
very loud and violent, as if in a rage, and 
ſcolding ; and the voice of the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott in a tone of plaintiveneſs, which 
began to give them ſome apprehenſion of 


ill . from the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott 
towards 


Taac Preſcott, 27 31 


towards his wife; and within about ten 
days after ſuch marriage, the deponent's 
wife told him of an inſtance of violent 
11] treatment of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott to- 
wards the ſaid Jane Preſcott, which ſhe 
had been a witneſs to; whereupon the 
deponent, on the day after receiving ſuch 
information, after dinner, took occaſion 
to mention a circumſtance of a captain in 
the navy, who had been taken by the 
enemy, after having been obliged to throw 
his guns overboard in a ſtorm ; and to add 
that his having been obliged to throw his 
guns, was a lucky circumſtance ; and the 
laid Iſaac Preſcott then aſking why; the 
deponent replied, becauſe the captain 
muſt otherwiſe have expoſed himſelf 
as a rank coward; for that the deponent 
underſtood he had uſed to beat his wife: 
that the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott then obſerving, 
that it might have been owing to the fault 
of the wife; the deponent replied, that 
no behaviour of a woman could poſſibly 
Juſtify a man ſtriking her, and that none 
but the rankeſt of cowards would do it, 
or to that effect: and ſo the converſa- 
tion ended at that time; but in the after- 

noon, the ſaid Jane Preſcott ſent for the 
deponent, and ſaid her huſband had deſired 
her to aſk him if, by his aforeſaid conver- 
ſation after dinner, he had meant to point 
to 
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to him ; to which the deponent replied to 
her, if he has ever beat you, I do mean 
to point to him; if not, he has no right 
to make the application to himſelf: but 
as to any ill treatment the ſaid Jane Preſ- 
cott might have received from the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott, in conſequence of ſuch 


aforeſaid converſation, the deponent can- 
not ſpeak, fave from information. 


To the ſeveral paper writings, marked 
No. 2, 3, 4, and 5, the deponent fays, 
that he hath often ſeen the ſaid Iſaac Preſ- 
cott ſubſcribe his name to his writings ; 
and hath received letters from him, ſub- 
feribed by bim; and having carefully 
viewed the ſaid ſeveral paper writings, he 
believes the whole ſeries and contents 
thereof, are all of the proper hand- 
writing of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, party 
in this cauſe. 


He further ſays, that the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott quitted the houſe of the ſaid 
Ifaac Preſcott her huſband, on or about 
the 6th day of November laſt, and went 
to the deponent's filter, Mrs. Tunſtal, at 
Brentford, where, as ſoon as the depo- 
nent was informed thereof, he went to, 
and received her under his protection. 


That the ſaid Jane Preſcott ſo quitted 
her 


St 
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her huſband's houſe, as the deponent be- 

lieves, and as he has been informed, on 
account of the extreme and repeated ill 
uſage ſhe had received from the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott; and apprehending herſelf and 
the child ſhe was then pregnant with, 
to be in danger therefrom. That the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott, ſince ſne has ſo quitted her 
ſaid huſband's houſe, has never had any 
perſonal intercourſe whatever with him, 
ſo far as the deponent believes; and fur- 
ther he cannot depoſe. 2 of 


RICHARD WALTER. 


The Depoſition of Mary Moore. 


MARY MOORE, wife of John 
Moore, of Portſea, in the county of 
Southampton, aged about thirty-three 
years, a witneſs produced and ſworn, de- 
poles and fays, that about the month of | 
March 1779, as nearly as the can noc 
recollect, the time the articulate Iſaac 
Preſcott, party in this cauſe, and Jane 
Preſcott, the producent, came and took 

E 39 lodgings 
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lodgings at her houſe in Daniel's Row or 
Portſmouth Common, and ſtaid at that 

tune about nine or 'ten weeks, as ſhe 
thinks, whereby ſhe came firſt to know 
and be acquainted with them both. 

That they alſo came and lodged at the 
deponent's houſe a ſecond time, and there 
ſtaid ſome time; but at what time they 
ſo came to lodge at the deponent's houſe 
the ſecond time, or how long in parti- 
cular they lodged there, ſhe cannot ſay; 
but well remembers, that when they 
left her houſe the ſecond time, the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott failed for Quebec as com- 

mander of his majeſty's ſhip the Seaford, 

and the faid Jane Preſcott went to London. 
That during the reſpective times the ſaid 
Iſaac and Jane Preſcott fo lodged with the 
deponent, they lived as huſband and wife, 
and ſo were univerſally eſteemed to be, 
and were ſo as the deponent verily be- 
lieves: and from the obſervation the de- 
' ponent had opportunity of making on the 
diſpoſitions of the ſaid Iſaac and Jane Preſ- 
cott, ſhe always looked upon her, and 
ſtill does, to be a woman of a very mild, 

meek, affable, and agreeable temper; 

and the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott to be a perſon 
extremely ſurly, moroſe, and paſſionate in 
his diſpoſition, 


She 
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She further ſays, that during the whole 
time they lodged at her houſe, there was 


not a day paſſed, without the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott putting himſelf into the moſt 
violent paſſions with the faid Jane 
Preſcott, and curſe and ſwear at her and 
treat her with the moſt abuſive language, 
and call her by the moſt opprobrious 


names: and ſhe has often heard him con- 
tinue ſtorming and raving in that manner 


till two or three o'clock in the morning. 
Then when the firſt ſaw the ſaid Iſaac 


Preſcott behave in ſuch a manner, ſhe aſked 
5 {aid Jane Preſcott if the ſhould come 
into their room when ſhe heard him 


in ſuch paſhons; to which ſhe replied, 


no, ſhe had better not, for fear he ſhould 


interfered, or to that effect; but that ſhe 


be ſtill more violent with her if any one 


hoped he would, ſome time or other, 


treat her with more kindneſs. That ac- 


cordingly the deponent did not go into 
the room when the hath heard the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott ſo outrageous; but at ſuch 
times, from the ſhrieks of the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott, the noiſe and confuſion in the 
room, and the deponent's frequently 


broken, ſhe verily believes, that at ſuch 


_ afterwards finding the chairs and fur- 
niture thrown . and ſometimes 


times the faid Iſaac Preſcott uſed to 
"BA beat | 
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beat the ſaid Jane Preſcott, drag . 
about, and otherwiſe ill uſe her, be⸗ 
ſides raving at and treating her with ill 
language. She alſo ſays, that ſoon after 
they came to lodge at her houſe, the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott was ſeized with ſo violent 
a bilious complaint, as to be confined to 
her bed, and her life was apprehended to 
be in danger: that one morning the depo- 
nent went up to ſee how ſhe did, and 
found the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott ſitting by 
her bed-ſide, and he called her his dear 
Jenny, and appeared at firſt to be much 
affected with her ſituation; that he then 
aſked the deponent what ſne thought of 
Mrs. Preſcott; and upon her ſaying ſhe 
thought her extremely ill, he ſuddenly 
burſt into a laugh; and faid, oh, it is all 
a ſham, there is nothing the matter with 


Her; and then ordered her, in the moſt 


peremptory manner, to get up inſtantly. 


That the deponent then told the faid 
Iſaac Preſcott, ſhe was ſurprized at his 
behaviour, and was ſo ſhocked thereat 


herſelf, that ſhe went out of the room 
directly; and whilſt ſhe was in the par- 
lour underneath, ſhe heard the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott ſwearing and raving in the moſt 
violent manner, and could plainly diſtin- 
guiſh, from the ſound of their feet, that 
the ſaid Jane Preſcott was out of bed; 


and 


* „ r d nn OE en 


Jaac Preſcott, Ex. 1 


and ſhe hath no doubt but ſhe Was forced pu 


out of bed by the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott. 

That a day or two afterwards, and when + 
the faid Jane Preſcott was ſo far recovered 
as to be able to get up, ſhe being never- 
theleſs very feeble, and unable to go down 


| ſtairs, ſhe requeſted to have a fire in her 


own room, the weather being then ex- 
tremely cold, and it being then very im- 
proper for her, in her then fituation, to 


fit without one: that accordingly the de- 


ponent and her ſervant went up to light 


a fire, when the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, in the 


moſt ſurly manner, inſiſted there ſhould 
be no fire lighted there; and if the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott muſt have a fire to fit by, 
ſhe ſhould go down into the parlour, al- 
though the deponent fays, ſhe was then 


ſo weak as to be unable to go down ſtairs: 


and the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott then obliged 


the deponent and her ſervant to go out of 


the room, without ſuffering them to light 


a fire, and he locked the door upon them, 


And ſhe further ſays, that at ſuch times 
as ſhe has heard the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott fo 


| ſtorming and raving at the ſaid Jane Pref. 


cott, ſhe has heard the ſaid Jane Preſcott 


crying exceſſively, aſking his pardon, 


though at the ſame time ſhe did not 
know for what, and begging to know 
how | ſhe had offended him, that the 
| might 


= 
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might avoid it in future, - That at one 
time in particular, the ſaid Iſaac and Jane 
Preſcott had been out to dinner, and 
came home together in the evening; 
when the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott appeared to 
be in a very ill humour; and the faid 
Jane Preſcott going into the garden, he 
followed and drove her into the houſe 
and up ſtairs before him. That the de- 
22 apprehending from his violence, 
e was going to ſtrike the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott, went and ſtood before them, 
and aſked them what was the matter, to 
which the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott made no re- 
ply to the deponent; but ſaid to the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott, damn you, madam, go into 
bed directly; and he then thruſt her vio- 
lently into her room; and afterwards the 
deponent heard him ſtorming and raving 
at the ſaid Jane Preſcott, in the moſt vio- 
lent manner, till 4 o' clock in the morn- 
ing, and the noiſe To made ſo terrified his 
daughter, then a girl of 10 or 12 years old, 
who lay in the back room, that ſhe cried 
violently; and the deponent went and lay 
with her that night, fearing that, through 
her exceſſive terrors, ſhe might be thrown 
into fits. 


* Grier ſays, that during the time 


the ſaid: Iſaac and Jane Preſcott fo lodged 
at 


Tac Preſtott, Ef. 39 


at "Wa houſe a ſecond time; his behaviour 


towards her was full as violent as it had 
been during the firſt time; that in par- 
ticular one night, ſhe was fitting in her 


back parlour, when the ſaid Haac and Jane 


Preſcott . were at ſupper, in the front 
parlour, and the doors of each room were 
open; that the deponent then heard 
the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott, in a very ill hu- 
mour, at firſt refuſing to eat any ſupper, 
and afterwards finding fault with, and 
railing at the ſaid Jane Preſcott, and 
ſaying ſhe had eaten the part ſhe knew 


he liked beſt, and that he had only ar firſt 
_ refuſed eating any ſupper, to fee if ſhe 


would do fo or not; that the faid Iſaac 


Preſcott then flew into a moſt violent 
paſſion, ſwearing at, and abuſing her in 
the moſt outrageous manner; that the 
ſaid Jane Preſcott, after ſome time, went 


up ſtairs, and was ſoon followed by the 


ſaid Ifaac Preſcott, who as he went along 


continued to curſe, damn, and abuſe her 


moſt violently; and the deponent further 


fays, that on the day when the faid Ifaac 


and Jane Preſcott quitted her lodgings 


the ſecond time, the ſaid Haac Preſcott 
ſent for the deponent, and diſcharged the 
lodging, ſaying, he was going on board 


his ſhip, and ſhould. come no more n 


ſhore, 
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ſhore, and if the ſaid Jane Preſcott coritra 
nued there any longer, ſhe muſt be an- 
ſwerable for the rent; that nevertheleſs 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott did return to her 
houſe the ſame afternoon ; but what 
aſſed between him and the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott, ſhe was not witneſs to, and 
only heard of, That ſhe has often ſeen 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott rub his hand up 
and down the faid Jane Preſcott's face, 
and take her by the noſe; that he appeared 
to do fo more out of frolic than any thing 
elſe; but ſuch treatnient did not appear 
to be agreeable to the ſaid Jane Preſcott, 
who uſed to beg of him not to do it; 


Which did not, however, produce the 
deſired effect. | | 5 


. 


She alſo ſays, that at times when the 
faid Iſaac Preſcott has been abuſing the 
aid Jane Preſcott at her houſe, ſhe hath 
known her retire for ſhelter, into the 
room of the daughter of the faid Iſaac 
Preſcott, where ſhe has ſtaid ſome time, 
and that ſometimes after ſhe has been 
undreſſed to go to bed. That the depo- 
nent has frequently known the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott, when he has been in paſſions. 
with the ſaid Jane Preſcott, hinder her 
from eating her meals, inſomuch, that ſhe 

| i 2 


6 Iſaac | Proſeott,. Eig. 4¹ 7 
has more than once, unknown to the 
| faid Ifaac Preſcott, carried her vituals 
and drink, and has thought it neceſſary 
to do ſo, for fear of her being ill for 
want of food ; and Weder ſhe a 
| * Ty ; { of : „ 1 
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n. Do alle of William Flucher. hs 
WILLIAM FLETCHER, of Port. 
mouth Common, in the pariſh of Porties, 
in the county of Southampton, caulker, 

5 aged about forty-two years, a ' witneſs _. * 
| e and ſworn. He depoſes, that 
he came td know the ſaid Iſaac and Jane 
Preſcott by their lodging at two different 
times at the houſe 'of Mrs. Phillips, in 
Frederick ſtreet, Portſmouth Common, 
next door to where the deponent lived: 
that t hüllt 22555 ſo 0 = 55 he: Has 


* 
941 
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heard ſeveral times great diſturbances in 


Mrs. Phillips's houſe; but never took 


any notice thereof himſelf, except one 
night during the ſecond time the ſaid 
Tfaac and Jane Preſcott fo lodged at Mrs. 
Phillips's, which he thinks was about 
two years ago, when he was waked out 
of his fleep, in the middle of the night, 
by a moſt violent noiſe in Mrs. Phillips's 
houſe, there being but a thin partition 
between Mrs. Phillips's and the depo- 
nent's-houſe; that the deponent on wak - 
ing, aſked his wife what was the matter; 
to which ſhe replied, ſne ſuppoſed Cap- 
tain Preſcott was come home drunk, and 
was beating his wife: that the deponent 
thereupon got out of bed, and heard ſome 
one, but whom he cannot ſay of his own 
knowledge, thumping and ſhoving vio- 

jently at the back chamber door, in Mrs. 
Phillips's houſe, which was even with the 
deponent's room; that in a little time the 
door burſt open, and the perſon who. had 
been ſhoving at it, appeared to the depo- 
nent to fall into the room on the burſting 
of the door; that the deponent at the 
fame time heard the voice of a child, 
which he imagines was captain Preſcott's 
daughter, a girl about ten years old, cry- 
ing, and the voice of a woman ſcreaming 
out, and crying; and. immediately _ 
| | Wards 


* 6 
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wards the perſons in the room ran down 
ſtairs, and the deponent heard no more of 
them that night. That the deponent be- 
lieves that the aforeſaid diſturbance was 
between the ſaid Iſaac and Jane Preſeott, 
but cannot pretend to ſay he knows it 
was them who made ſuch noiſe ; and fur- 
ther he cannot depoſe. 


. 
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WILLIAM FLETCHER. 


The Depoſition of Elizabeth Fletcher. | 


ELIZABETH FLETCHER, wife 

of William Fletcher, of Portſmouth- 
Common, an the pariſh of Portſea, in the 
county of Sonthampton, aged about forty- 
three years, a witneſs produced and ſworn, 
She depoſes, that ſhe came to know. the Rory 
ſaid Iſaac and Jane Preſcott, by their lodgs 

ing at Mrs. Phillips's, in Frederic ſtreet, 
on Portſmouth Common, next door to 


F2 where 
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where ſhe then lived, which ſhe thinks 
was about two years ago: that whilſt ' 
they ſo lodged there, the has heard vio- 
lent noiſes in the houſe of Mrs. Phillips, 
both in the day time and night; and the 
voice of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott very loud 

and violent. She alſo fays, that the bed- 
chamber of the ſaid Iſaac and Jane Preſ- 
cott, at Mrs. Phillips's, was a front room 
up one pair of ſtairs, and there was a 
back room in the ſame floor, into which 
you deſcended by two ſteps, which back 
room was immediately adjoining the de- 
ponent's chamber; and between the two 
rooms there was but a very thin partition, 
and in that room the &id Iſaac Preſcott's 
daughter uſed to fleep, that one night, 
during the firſt time they ſo lodged at 
Mrs. Phillips's, the deponent was waked 
with a violent noiſe; and getting out of 
bed, heard the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, as ſhe 
judged by his voice, call out three or 
four times, Jane, Jane, and no one an- 
ſwering, he ſaid, very loud, and in a violent 
paſſion, By God, if you don't open the 
door, I'll burſt it open; and immediately 
be began beating and thumping violently, 
at the ſaid back chamber door, and ſoon 
burſt jt open, and in burſting it fell down 
the two ſteps into the room, . as the depo- 
nent judged by the noiſe; ; that ſhe then 
Ih | heard 


Lace rg EH. | 43 | — 
bend the faid Iſaac Preſcott. gay. in en 


loud tone, Damn you, you bitch, 


hit have you forſook my bed?” to which 


ſhe heard a' woman's voice, which ſhe 
has no doubt was the ſaid Jane Preſcott's 
reply, No, Captain Preſcott, I have 
not. That the deponent then diſtin&ly. 
heard ſeveral violent blows, which ſhe 
has no doubt were inflicted by the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott, on the ſaid Jane Preſcott 
for ſhe at the ſame time, heard the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott crying out, For God's 
lake, don't uſe me ſo ill, and Ill get up, 
and come to you directly; from ir 
the deponent apprehends the faid 
Preſcott had gone to bed with the child; ; 
that, however, before the faid Jane Preſ- 
cott could have had time to put her 
cloath's on, the deponent heard her (witb- 
out ſhoe or ſtocking on, as ſhe judged 
by the ſound of her foot) run, crying, out 
of the room, and down ſtairs; and was 
immediately followed by the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott, curſing, ſwearing and ſtorming, 
= 2 moſt violent manner. That the 
eponent cannot ſay of her own know= - 
edge, what paſſed down ſtairs, but ſhe 


= ſoon hated them upon the ſtairs _ 


again; and from the kind of noiſe, 


ſhe judged the faid Iſaac Preſcott 


was pulling, or n ah the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott 
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| Preſcott. on ſtairs, and into the front 
chamber; and the deponent heard the 
faid Jane Preſcott repeatedly cry out, 
* For God's lake, don't uſe me ſo; that 
after they were in the front chamber, 
and the door thereof ſhut, the deponent 
heard the voice of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott 
very loud and violent, for an hour, or 
an hour and- a half, and the faid Jane 
Preſcott repeatedly crying out; but ſhe 
could not then hear or diſtinguiſh any 
thing further. That the next morning. 
the deponent ſeeing the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott 
in Mrs. Phillips's garden, ſne threw up 
her ſaſn, and called out ſo as to make him 
hear her; thank God, we ſhall have corn 


cheap at market to-day, for there was a 
deal of threſhing laſt night; I beard 
ſomebody, I don't call him a gentleman, 
or a man, beating and abuſing his wife 
moſt cruelly. That the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott 
made the deponent no anſwer, but deu 
up at her very angrily. pf 


LY 
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ELIZABETH FLETCHER. 
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The Depoſition . 0 add 
MARY SEW ELI. Lie of . 


You, of the pariſh. of Kingfton, near 


Portſmouth,” in the county'of Southamp= 


ton, aged thirty-one years, a witneſs pro- 


duced and ſworn, depoſes and ſays, that 
ſhe has for ſome years known Jane Preſ- 
cott, formerly Walter, and. alſo knows 
the Reverend Richard Walter, and Jane © 


Walter his wife, the father and mother 


of the faid Jane Preſcott, and - likewiſe 


has known Iſaae Preſcott for ſome years, 
and as well before as ſince his marriage 


with the faid Jane Preſcott ; and from 
the whole ſhe has ſeen of the ſaid Iſaac 


Preſcott, ſhe thinks him of a very uncer= 


tain, unſettled temper and diſpoſition, be- 
ing at times extremely affable,” good hu- 


moured, and excellent company, and at 


other times altogether ſurly, morofe, and 
paſſionate in the greateſt ' extreme; and 


the deponent hath ſeen ſuch changes in 


his temper and - behaviour very frequent IS 
and ſudden, and unaccountable, without a 


enn real cauſe, ME, 


| She alſo ple, chat he faid Fac — 


Jane Preſcott Ges” at the Rev. Mr. 


Walters 5 


25 
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Walter's, Mrs. Preſcott's father' 8, or 


about five weeks, after their marriage, 
and that during that period, ſhe ſaw 


the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott put himſelf 
into the moſt violent paſſiions with the 
ſaid jane Preſcott, and curſe and ſwear 


at her moſt violently, and call her by the 


moſt opprobrious names 3 and 


uſe, the moſt ahuſive, indecent, and im- 


proper language; and all, as far as the de- 
ponent verily believes, without the leaſt 
provocation given by her; that ſuch 
treatment uſed to terrify the ſaid Jane 


Preſcott, ind make her cry exceſſively: 


that one day in particular, about three 
weeks after their marriage, and the next 
day after the. ſaid Iſaac and Jane Preſcott 
bad made their firſt appearance at the 


Portſmouth aſſembly, the deponent was 
in their 1 and the ſaid Iſaae 


and Jane Preſcott were together in their 


dreſſing room adjoining, there being only 
a wainſcot partition between the two 
rooms, when the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott took 
occaſion to fly into a moſt violent paſſion 
with the ſaid Jane Preſcott, .and. the de- 
ponent heard him ſwear and ſtorm, at her 
moſt violently, call her a bitch, 2 whore, 
and the moſt opprobrious names, and uſe 


the moſt abuſive and improper language. 


That the deponent could Poly 3 
c 
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ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, and the crying and 


5 complaints which ſhe heard at the ſame 
time from the ſaid Jane Preſcott, ſhe 


hath no doubt were the ſounq of blows 


a iven and inflited by the ſaid Iſaac 


Preſcott, on the ſaid Jane Preſcott ; that 
the deponent went into the room, to Mrs. 


Preſcott, afier the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott had 


left it, and then ſaw the ſaid Jane Prei- 
cott crying very much, her cap off, the 
remains of which the deponent ſaw burnt 
in the fire, and her hair quite diſhevelled, 


and ſhe then told the deponent, Captain 


Preſcott: had been- beating her, and tore 


her cap off her head, and an it into | 
the fire. N | | 


$he further fays, that the faid Iſaac an 
Jane Preſcott went from the houſe of Mr. 


dee ne, Bl. 29 


de ſound of blows, given with the hand, 
or fiſt, which from the violence of the 


-*\ 


Walter, ſom where in the neighbourhood by 


of London, and about March or April, 


in the ſame year, returned to Portſ- 


mouth, and has lodgings at the houſe 


of a Mrs. Moore, in Daniel's Row, 


Portſmouth Common; that the | depo». 
nent” viſited the faid” Jane Preſcott there 
frequently, and was with her very much 

in the day time; that ſogn after their 
anne ny the ſaid Jane Preſcott was 


[ G taken 
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taken ſo ill of a bilious complaint, as tos 
be confined. to her bed for ſeveral days, 
during which time the deponent was much 
with her; that one day, when the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott was ſo far recovered, as to 
be able to get up, but not ſo as to be 
fit to dreſs to go out of her room, the 
.deponent went to ſee. her, when ſhe 
found the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott with the 
purſer of the Seaford, in the parlour, 
with a fire in the room, the weather 
being then ſo cold as to require it. That 
the deponent went up into Mrs. Preſ- 
cott's room, where ſhe was fitting with- 
out a fire, and the deponent obſerving it 
was very improper for her to do fo, ſo ill 
as ſhe was; then ſhe rung the bell, and 
the ſervant came up to light the fire; that 
the fire not burning, the deponent took 
the bellows to blow. it, and whilſt ſhe was 
blowing, the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott came into 
the room, and flew into a violent paſſion 
with the ſaid Jane Preſcott, for ordering 
the fire to be lighted, forced the bellows. 
out of the deponent's. hand, threw them 
into the middle of the room, and raked 
the grate quite empty. That he then 
abuſed and iwore at the ſaid Jane Preſcott, 
and inſiſted upon her dreſſing herſelf in- 
ſtantly, and going down ſtairs, and actu- 
ally forced her to do ſo. That the ſaid 
. ; 33 Jane 


ace Preſets 80. 31 3 
Jane Preſcott the next day, and for ſe- 
veral days afterwards, relapſed, and wass 
much worſe of her illneſs, again occa- 
fioned by the ill treatment of the faid 
Iſaac Preſcott, and his forcing her down 
ſtairs at that time; ſhe alſo ſays, that 
ſeveral times, and whilſt they ſo lodged at 
Mrs. Moore's, ſhe hath ſeen the ſaid 4 
Iſaac Preſcott fly into violent paſſions, 
without the leaſt apparent cauſe, when 

| he would curſe and ſwear at the ſaid Jane 

Preſcott, uſe the moſt abuſive and inde= =} 
cent language, and call her 5 che moſt 4 
ROE names. . = 
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She further ſays, that * . Tow 
2 month or fix weeks a ſecond time, at 
the houſe of Mrs. Moore, about July-and 
Auguſt, in the year 1779; and that dur= 
ing that time, ſhe frequently viſited the 
ſaid Jane Preſcott, who was then with 
child, and ſaw ſeveral inſtances: of the 
ſaid Ifaac Preſcott falling into the moſt _ 
violent paſſions at her, calling her names, 
and uſing the moſt abuſive language, and 
all without the leaſt apparent cauſe on her 
part; on the contrary, ſhe uſed at ſuck k 
times every endeavour to ſooth and pacify + 4 
him. She ſays that ſhe has ſeen the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott follow the faid Jane Pref- 
cott, when ſhe has gone into the garden 
: 2 on 
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on A neceſſary occaſions, and init 


her not going, and he has forced her to 
return into the houſe without going, vio- 


lently puſhing and driving her in before 
him; for what reaſon ſhe cannot ſay, un- 
leſs it was with a view of making her ill 
in her then condition; and ſuch treatment 
uſed to diſtreſs the ſaid Jane Preſcott in 
the higheſt degree, and make her Gy and 
lament exceſſively. 


she alſo ſays, that during the time they 
lived at the houſe of Mrs. Phillips, in 
Frederic-ſtreet, ſhe went to viſit the faid 
Jane Preſcott, but was told each time by 
e ſervant, ſhe was not within; that ſhe 
apprehended at the time ſhe was within: 
and ſhe has ſince been informed and be- 
lieves it was done by order of the faid 
Iſaac Preſcott, that ſhe might not ſee any 
more of his ill- behaviour to his wife, and 
communicate it to her friends. 1 


MARY SEWELL. 


Femin 


14th fre 9 , . 
2 Dey e of Sarab Dilke. 


SARAH: DILKE, wiſe. 4 Charles 
Dilke, of Chapel Row, Portſmouth- 
Common, in the County of Southampton, 
aged nineteen years and upwards, a wit- 
neſs produced and ſworn, depoſes and ſays 
ſhe is ſervant of Mrs. Phillips, and that 

ſoon after ſhe had been there in the win- 
ter, the articulate Iſaac Preſcott, and Jane 
Preſcott the producent, came to lodge at 
the houſe of the ſaid Mrs. Phillips, and 
ſtaid there about ſixteen weeks; that ſhe 
has frequently heard the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott + 
put himſelf into the moſt violent paſſions 
with the ſaid Jane Preſcott,” and ſtorm, 
rave and ſwear at her in the moſt ſhock- 
ing manner, call her bitch, whore, hell- 
cat, and the moſt abuſive names he could 
think of, and a thouſand times over uſe 
the moſt foul and indecent language to 
her the deponent ever heard a man uſe to 
a woman; and otherwiſe treat her with 
the worſt of uſage. That ſhe never knew 
the laid Jane Preſcott give the leaſt cauſe 
for 
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for ſuch treatment z but, on the contraty, 
always behaved to him in the moſt ſub- 
miſſive manner. That ſuch treatment 
greatly grieved the ſaic Jane Preſcott, A 
who never paſſed a. day without being in 


tears, and was often fo from morning 
till night. 


She ſays, that one evening they had had 


een and lady to drink tea and 


ſup with them, and when they were gone, 
the deponent went into the parlour to take 
the things off the table ; and juſt as ſhe 
entered, ſhe ſaw the ſaid ae Preſcott in 
2 moſt violent paſſion ſtrike the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott, with his clinched fiſt, a violent 
blow between the ſhoulders, which cauſed. 
her to cry out. That the ſaid Jane Pref. 
cott then went up ſtairs to go to bed, and 
was ſoon followed by the ſaid Iſaac Preſ- 
cott, and, in a little time, when the de- 
nent believes the ſaid Jane Preſcott | 
was undreſt, and got into bed, ſhe beift 
in one of the parlours, ſhe heard the Haid 
Iſaac Preſcott turn her out of his room, 
ſaying, ſhe ſhould not ſleep in his bed; 
and * pon the ſaid Jane Preſcott went 
into the bk room, where a daughter of 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott's lay, a lictle girl ; 
and, as the deponent thinks, went to bed 
to her : : that ſoon af ter, ſhe heard the ſaid 


Iſaac | 


won't beat me, I'll come out.“ That 


receiving any anſwer, he burſt it open, 


breaking the lock, and ſplitting the pan- 
nel of the door: that when he was in the 


room, ſhe heard the ſaid Jane Preſcott 
ſcream cut often, as if he was beating 
her, and then ſhe ran out, and down ſtairs 
into the cellar, to eſcape from his vio- 


lence, with only her ſhift, ſtockings, and 


under-petticoats on; and the deponent 


by Pheſcots A oſs” Jes, What 
have you forſook my bed? To which the 
replied, : No, Captain Preſcott if you 


the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott then called to her 
ſeveral times to open the door, and not 


being then in the kitchen, ſhut the'cellar _ 


door upon her, to prevent the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott's ſeeing where ſhe was gone; 
that the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott came down 
ſtairs immediately, and went into the 


garden through the kitchen, which op- 


portunity the deponent took of letting 
her out of the cellar, when ſhe went into 
her own chamber: that when the fad 
| Iſaac Preſcott returned from the garden, 
he went into his own room alſo; and 


there the deponent heard him very loud 


with the ſaid Jane Preſcott, and the faid 
Jane Preſcott frequently crying out as if 


be was beating her, and it was three or 


four in the n before the noiſe was 
over. 
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over. And ſhe further hos; that che 
ſaid Jane Preſcott never complained to 
her of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott's ill uſage, 
but appeared always deſirous of keeping 
it to herſelf: that at times, when the de- 
ent had heard the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott 
very loud with the faid Fane Preſcott, 
and beating her, as the deponent appre- 
hends from the ſcreams' of the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott, the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott uſed to 
laugh and fing, and make a noiſe, with a 
view, as the deponent apprehends, of 
drowning her cries, and preventing her 
being heard, and the depbnent has ſe- 
veral times known her fellow witneſs; 
Elizabeth Fletcher, who lived next door, 
come in and complain to him of the dif- 
turbances in her houſe, and fay it uſed to 
break their reſt at nights; and that, Mrs. 
Phillips's was no better than a diſcrderly 
houſe: and the deponent has alſo heard 
the ſaid Mrs. Phillips wiſh that the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott and Jane Preſcott had 4 never 
come into her houſe. =: 


Abe further ſays, chat ſhe e 
one day being waiting on the ſaid Iſaac 
and Jane Preſcott at dinner, when the faid 
Iſaac Preſcott got up to help himſelf to 
ſomething, he gave the ſaid Jane Preſcott 


a ne on the arm, ſo as to 1 23 
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ber cry out with the pain, without the 
leaſt provocation; that at another time he 


took into his head he would make the tea 


| himſelf, and having poured the water 
which had been uſed to warm the tea- pot 


and cups preparatbry to making tea, into 
the ſlop - baſon, the ſaid Jane Preſcott faid . 
ſomething, propoſing to make the tea; or 


ſomething of that kind, when the faid 
Iſaac Preſcott, without any other cauſe. 
whatever, took up the flop-baſon, and 
threw the cohtents at her, that Juckily 
| the greateſt part of the water tmiſled her, 


and flew againſt the curtain, otherwiſe the F 
deponent is convinced it muſt have ſcalded 
ber: And ſhe has ſeveral times known 


the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott hinder the ſaid 


Jane Preſcott from going into the garden 


on her neceſſary occaſions, for an hour or 
two, and that with a view to plague her, 
and perhaps to injure her health, ſhe be- 


ing then with child. That when the ſaid 
Iſaac and Jane Preſcott left Mrs. Phil- 
lips's, ſhe ſet off to go to Richmond, and 


ne ſaid Iſaac - Preſcott was going to ſea; 


nat on the morning they . ſet off, the 
chaiſe was at the door at leaſt an hour 
and a half, during which time ſhe heard 
the ſaid Jane Preſcott beg the ſaid Iſaac. 
Preſcott to part with her in a friendly 
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manner, and upon good terms, and alſo 
write to her in his abſence; but without 
effect, he being all the while in the moſt 
ſurly ill- humour imaginable, ſaying, fre- 
quently, he would never write to her, 
or take any notice of her, and refuſing 
to take leave of her, but bidding her be 
gone in the moſt moroſe manner ; and he 
at length compelled her to get into the 
chaiſe, and ſet off, without taking any 
leave of her; and ſhe left the houſe in 
the moſt violent agony, grief, and diſ- 
treſs imaginable; and further ſhe can- 
not ſay. 


N SARAH DILKE. 
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: 7. be Depoftion F Fane Walter. 


JANE WALTER, wiſhof the Rev. 
Richard Walter, clerk, of Portſmouth, 
in the county of Southampton, aged ſixty 
years, a witneſs produced and ſworn, de- 
poſes and ſays, ſhe is the lawful: mother 
of Jane Preſcott, formerly Walter, the 
producent in this cauſe, Who about the 
fifth day of January, 1779, was married 
to the articulate Iſaac Preſcott, Eſq z the 
other party in this cauſe ;' that the faid. 
Jane Preſcott has received a very virtuous 
good education, and is of a temper and 
diſpoſition remarkably mild, affable, meek 
and condeſcending ': that ſhe has known 
the articulate Iſaac Preſcott theſe twenty 
years paſt, and looks upon him to be a 
perſon who can and does frequently put 
on the appearance of a courteous g 
diſpoſition; and can and does ſometimes 
make bimdels as good and agreeable come 
| pany as any man living; but that he is 
„ not only paſſionate and violent; 
but of a moſt moroſe, ſullen, and wicked 
temper and diſpoſition; and as well from 
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of, ſhe verily believes, that from a very 


few days after the marriage of the ſaid 
Thaac and Jane Preſcott, and until the ſaid 


ane Preſcott was obliged to and did quit 


is houſe, on account of his ill treatment 


of her: he uſed to ill treat his ſaid wife, 
by curſing and ſwearing at her, calling her 
by the moſt ſcandalous. and opprobrious 
names, making. uſe of the worſt of lan- 


guage to her, beating her, and otherwiſe | 


uſing her in the moſt cruel and woke 


f rantable 0 


She * ſays, that from: and imme» 


F Sls after the ad marriage, they 1 
and reſided in the deponent's ua - fab 


about five weeks, —_— had apartments, 


_ conſiſting of a bed-ghamber, and dining 
room adjoining, ., allotted them; that 
within ten days at fartheſt, after the faid 
marriage, the deponent was juſt returned 
from market, and going into her own 
apartment, when, as ſhe was in the paſſage, 


ſhe heard the voice of the ſaid Ifaac 


Preſcott very loud and violent, and curſing 


and ſwearing in a ſhocking manner; and 
liſtening to hear what was the matter, 
the ſoon heard the ſound of a violent 


ade ,and, mn afterwards, the 
ſound 


her own obſervations as from what ſhe has 
fince repeatedly learnt and been informed 


_—— — 1 — 8 l * * PRAC * 


and then returned into her own 


. Profeatt, EH. 6r 


ſound of ſomething dragging about tho 
floor. That the deponent, being very 
much alarmed and terrified, immediately 
ran down ſtairs, to tel: her huſband: what. 
ſhe thought was the matter; but he not 


being, at home, | ſhe went up ſtairs again, 


and into her own room : that ſtill hearing 
the voice of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott very 
loud and violent, ſhe went into the paſ- 
ſage again, to their drefling room door, 
very much ' terrified, and undetermined 
what to do; but ſhe had but juſt got 
to the door, when the ſaid Iſaac Preſ- 
cott opened it, and puſhed the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott out ſo violently, that ſhe muſt 
inevitably have fallen on the floor, if the 
deponent had not been there, and pre- 
vented it, by catching her in her arms. 
That the deponent then took the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott into her own room, where 
ſhe fat down, and remained about ten 
minutes in tears and great diſtreſs, but 
without complaining of any ill treatment, 
rt- 
ment. That ſhortly after, the ſaid Ifaac 
Preſcott went out, being engaged to 
dinner, and the faid Jane Preſcott was 
fo ill as to- be obliged to go to bed ; that 
when the deponent followed the faid 
Jane Preſcott into her drefling room, 
_ the — one of the chairs, as if it 


bad 
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| | "had been dragged about, and a great dit 


torn in the cover thereof, and a cap of 
the ſaid Jane Preſcott on the harpſichord, 
torn and ſcorched, as if it had been lately 
thrown into the ſire; the ſaid Jane Preſ- 
cott being at the time of the aforeſaid 


tranſaction, dreſſed in her night cap, and 


morning gawn ; and, as the deponent was 
afterwards informed, having been obliged 
to alter her dreſs in that manner, on ac- 
count of ſome ill treatment of the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott towards her, before the 
deponent ſaw. her; and ſhe further ſays, 
that ſhe mentioned the aforeſaid circum- 
ſtance to "Yer huſband, in canſequence 
whereof he took occaſion, on the next 
day at dinner, or within a day or two 
afterwards, to mention the circumitance 
of a man beating his wife, and to ſay, in 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt emphatic manner, 
that a man who could and did do fo, mutt 
be a moſt cowardly ſcoundrel; which 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott did not at the 

time take notice of, further than by his 
looks, which ſhewed him to be angry 


and gloomy, and as if he took the ob- 
ſervation, as pointed to him. And fhe 
further ſays, that from the above in- 
ſtance of ill uſage, ſhe became very much 
alarmed - about the ſaid Jane Preſcott, and 
uſed ta liſten at their dreſſing room door 


fre- | 
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frequently, when ſhe has often heard the 
ſaid Ifaac Preſcott, in the moſt violent 


paſſion, ſtorming and ſwearing at the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott in the moſt horrid manner, 


call her by the moſt vile opprobrious 
names, and uſe the moſt foul abuſive 


language to her: and by the noiſes the 


heard in the room at thoſe times, and the 


9 complaints, interceſſions, and tears which 
ſhe has heard from the faid Jane Prei- 


cott, ſhe can have no doubt but the faid 
Iſaac Preſcott frequently beat her: that 
at one of thoſe times, the deponent went 
into the room, when ſhe found him 


ſtanding in the middle of the room, and 
by his looks and geſtures, appearing al- 


moſt wild with rage, and the ſaid Jane 


Preſcott at the further end of the room, | 


in tears, and great diſtreſs ; and the only 
caufe the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott then aſſigned 


for his paſſion, was, that the ſaid Jane | 
| Preſcott had left the key of her comb caſe 
m the lock, which he faid ſhould not 


have been left there. That at another 
time the deponent found them both in 
bed, the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, when the de- 
ponent went in, pretending to be aſleep, 
though but the moment before ſhe went, 


| ſhe heard him very loud and violent, and 


the ſaid. Jane Preſcott undreſt, and kneel- 


ing up in bed in a ſupplicating poſture, _ 
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| though at that time very ill, and in an 
* of catching cold. 


And the deponent further Fong that 
from the firſt week after the ſaid mar- 
riage, and during the time the faid Iſaac 
Preſeott ſo remained at the deponent's 
houſe, the behaviour of the faid Iſaac 
Preſcott towards the ſaid Jane Preſcott, 
when in their own apartments and alone, 
was ſuch as to keep the deponent in a 
continual alarm and fright, and in a 
ſtate of diſtreſs and confuſion; and the 
ſaid Jane Preſcott, was either ſo ill the 
whole time as to keep her bed, or was 
continually in tears and diſtreſs, but 
nevertheleſs, never complained of, or 
communicated the ill treatment ſhe had 
ſo reeeived, to the deponent or any one 
elſe, ſo far as ſhe ever heard; and the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott uſed to be fo cautious, as 
to behave to her, in the parlour, and 
before company, with the greateſt appear- 
ance. of tenderneſs and affection: and fo 
cautious had he uſed always to be in his 
conduct and behaviour before company, 

rior to his marriage with the ſaid Jane 

reſcott, that the deponent does not re- 
collect ever to have heard him make uſe of 
an oath prior to ſuch his marriage. 


* 
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when 125 Grp iſe to Lind "they 


eir return, N 


* on lane Preſcott, upon their return, 


tod the de fit with ſuch extreme 


ideen and III ee, that ſhe was 


obliged to tell him he had already given 


ſufficient cauſe of uneaſineſs in her family, 
and could not think of ſtaying there to be 


ill treated by him; and although the de- 


ponent went purpoſely to drink tea with 


her daughter, ſhe was obliged, by the faid 


Iſaac Preſcott's rudeneſs, to come away 
without drinking tea; and the faid Iſaac 


Preſcott very rudely called his ſervant, to 
ſhew her out of the houſe 3 after which 8 o 


* 9 ſne 


66 Te Trial "ot 


ſhe never had any perſonal intercourſe with 
the faid Ifaac and Jane Preſcott, whilſt 
they continued to cohabit together; that 
.Hince the faid Jane Preſcott has quitted 
her ſaid huſband's houſe, which was in 
the month of November laſt, the depo- 
nent has ſeen the ſaid Jane Preſcott many 
times, and verily thinks her health and 
_ ſpirits. have been very much impaired, 
nce her marriage with the ſaid Iſaac 
"Preſcott, ' occaſioned principally, as ſhe 
verily believes, by his repeated ill uſage 
of Her, and ſhe verily believes that ſince 
the faid Jane Preſcott has ſo quitted the 
houſe of her faid huſband, ſhe has never 
bad any perſonal in tercourſe whatever 
with him; and WE we cannot e | 


Jan warren. 
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1 Oaober, 1783. 


We Depoſition of Anne Norman. 


.ANNE NORMAN, wife of James 
Norman, Eſq. of St. George's Square, 
Portſmouth Common, in the county of 
Southampton, aged forty-ſix years, a wit= 
neſs produced and: ſworn, depoſes - and 
ſays, that ſhe has known the articulate 
Ifaac ' Preſcott ever ſince he was a boy, 
and became acquainted with the articu- 
late Jane Preſcott, the producent, in con- 
ſequence of his marriage with her; that 
ſhe viſited the ſaid Ifaac and Jane Preſcott 
two or three times, when they lived at 
the houſe of Mrs. Phillips, in Frederic- 
ſtreet, Portſmouth Common : that from 
what ſhe has ſeen of the conduct and be- 
haviour of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, ſhe 
always did and does look upon him and 
eſteem him to be a perſon of a. very good 
and chearful temper and diſpoſition, and 
the beſt of company; but at the ſame 
time, very much addicted to curſing and 
ſwearing in his common, diſcourſe, and 
to make-uſe of low language; and he is 
a perſon alſo very 8 to violent 1 
55 8 "ob. 
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theſe occaſions, never gave any particular 
cauſe for ſuch conduct and diſcoutſe, nor 
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of paſſion: ſhe ſays, that when ſhe has 


been in company with the ſaid Iſaac and 
Jane Preſcott, ſne has ſeen and heard the 
ſaid Iſaac Preſcott in very ſurly ill hu- 
mours with the ſaid Jane Preſcott, when 


he would curſe and ſweat violently, call 
her a damned bitch and whore, and the 
like; and reproach her with being a bad 


woman before he married her, and reflect 
upon her family, calling her father an old 
Jefuit, and her ſiſter a whore, and the 
like. That the ſaid Jane Preſcott, on 


irritated him by ſharp or angry anſwers; 
but the ſame appeared to affect her a great 


deal, and generally made her ſhed' tears: 
and ſhe uſed to intreat the faid Iſaac 


Preſcott, whatever language he uſed to 
her, reſpecting herſelf, not to reflect upon 
her family, for ſhe could not help or be 
anſwerable for any faults they might be 
guilty. of; and the deponent has remon- 
ſtrated with the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott in the 


-fame way, and defired him to avoid re- 


flecting on her family, and not uſe ſuch 
language to her: and the deponent ap- 
prehends that on account of her ſo re- 
monſtrating with the faid Iſaac Preſcott, 
he, during the latter part of the time of 


their lodging at Mrs. Phillips's, dropped 


-- 
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the intercourſe with the deponent and her 
family, and declined viſiting her himſelf, 
or ſuffering the ſaid Jane Preſcott to viſit 
her. But the deponent ſays ſhe never ſaw 


him ſtrike or attempt to ſtrike the ſaid 


Jane Preſcott; and though his ſwearing, 
reflecting on her and by family, and 
rough language, uſed to appear to affect 
and diſtreſs the ſaid Jane Preſcott juſt at 
the time he uſed it, yet it did not appear 
to make any deep impreſſion on her; for 
ſhe would ſoon recover her ſpirits, and 
they would afterwards appear fond of each 
other, except the laſt time ſhe was in 
company with them, when ſhe went with 

intent to drink tea with them; but the 

ſaid Iſaac Preſcott being then in a very 
croſs humour, and curſing at and reflect- 
ing on the ſaid Jane Preſcott, ſhe on that 
account deelined ſtaying to tea, and left 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott in his ill humour, 
ſaying he might be aſhamed of himſelf to 
ſwear ſo and uſe ſuch language to a wo- 
man as he then did; ang - further ſhe can- 


pot, pole - | 
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BETSY NORMAN, of St. George's 
Square, Portſmouth Common, in the 
county of Southampton, ſpinſter, aged 
twenty-one years, a witneſs produced and 
| ſworn, depoſes and ſays, ſhe has known 
the articulate Iſaac Preſcott, Eſq; party 
in this cauſe, many years, and firſt came 
acquainted with Jane Preſcott, the. pro- 
ducent, in conſequence of his marriage 
with her: that fince their marriage ſhe 
has often been in company with them at 
their lodgings at Mrs. Moore's in Daniel's 
Row in Portſmouth Common, and after- 
wards at Mrs. Phillips's, in Frederic- 
ſtreet. She further ſays, that from the 
whole of the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott's beha- 
viour in company, in general, ſhe looks 
upon him to be of a chearful good tem- 
per and diſpoſition ; but much addicted 
to ſwearing, as people uſed to the ſea in 
general are ; and from what ſhe has ſeen 
of his behaviour to his wife, ſhe has rea- 
ſon to think him at times ſubject to fits 
of ill humour and paſſion. She ſays that 


ſhe has been in er with them when 
ſhe 


ſhe has ſeen the faid Iſaac Preſcott in © oh 


very violent © paſſions, 'when he would 
_ curſe and ſwear a great deal, call the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott names, and reflect pretty 
ſtrongly and ſeverely upon her family, 
and . conduct of herſelf, her father, 
and ſiſters: that ſuch paſſions and rough 
language of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, ap- 
peared, at the time he was in them, to 
affect her a good deal, and made her ſhed 
tears; but did not appear to make any 
laſting impreſſion on her; for that when 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott's paſſions have been 
over, the deponent hath ſeen them appear 
to be upon very friendly terms: ; and he 
has then treated her in a very affectionate 
manner: and ſhe is confident ſhe never 
faw the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott ftrike, or offer 
to ſtrike the ſaid Jane Preſcott, "or uſe 
her roughly with his hand!: _ —_— 
ſhe eee * % Of CAT 


* 10 
F 2 - $ * 
4 
; | ; A. 
* * 7 * -» 
2 5% bolus BETSY. NOR AN 
$ * - 
13144 n 4 0 2 O0 
* » & 
5 5 412 Ig nn f 
k 44 2 , t 4 14. #4 #47 2 
* 
1 A 7 Fug, 
* 1514 i A 1315 4 
* 
* 2 1 
| } : Pigoibesb 
F Cf #- 3 
41 # i & 4A * 3; 
768 þ 7 ar 


- * 9 
* 5 — 
5 4 % # 8 . 
: # 

78 e : 

4 2 * « #: 44% % 
S * 4 : * "0 * Q = 4 « % > 3 N\ 3 
\ a LY 4 3 4 * * 


nenen wy 
The Pepyfs aka. 0 8 
1 Ti 19 2 


A N EDWARDS, : if Richwan 
in the county of Surty,..'{piaſter, age 
«wenty-ecight years, a witneſs PLOT 
and fwarn, She depeſes, that ſhe 


party in this ,cauſe,. and Jane; Preſcott, 
the producent, by going to live as ſer vant 
with them ; that hen ſheſiaſt ent, the 
ſaid Iſaac Preſcott Mas abroad, and the 
ſaid Jane Preſcott was juſt S9ing-adt0:> 


houſe -op Richmond Greens: ip Surrx, 
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want away : in ahout feur vor i five days 
that he returned to Richmend en the 5th 
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and forward for ſome time, and till he 
went from thence ito Deptford, to take a 
command of a new ſhip, called the 
Mercury: and, in January, 1780, the 
faid Jane Preſcott was delivered of a 
dead child; that, in the ſpring, the * 
Jane Preſcott went from Richmond, 
meet her husband at Portſmouth, s 
returned in about a fortnight, to _— 
mon 
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came o Kno the — — Iaac Preſcott 


where dhe aid Larc Preſcott game abont 
the month af November following. hut 


of January following, and was backward 


Free 
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mond, where her huſband came to her 4 
again in November, from whence they 9 
went again, for Portſmouth, in about 
nine days afterwards: they then returned 
again to Richmond, and having ſtaid 
there a ſhort time, went again to Portſ- 
mouth, from whence the ſaid Jane Preſ- 
cott returned alone, her huſband being 
then ſailed on an expedition with Com- 
modore Johnſtone. That the faid Iſaac f 
Preſcott again returned to his wife, in 
March 1782, and was with her till the 
deponent left their ſervice: and the de- 
ponent from the whole ſhe has ſeen of 
the behaviour of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, 
looks upon him to. be a man of a very 
paſſionate, moroſe, harſh, and ſurly tem- 
per and diſpoſition; that during the 
times ſhe has had opportunities of ſeeing 
the faid Iſaac Preſcott and Jane Preſcott | 
together, the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott has, in 
ſeveral inſtances, behaved towards his 
ſaid wife, in a very harſh, moroſe, cruel. 
and improper manner, in the pee 15 
opinion. 


2 Profectt, 29. : 73 2 4 


dhe alſo ſays, ſne never was with them 
at Portſmouth, but remembers his re- 
turning to Richmond, about the 16th of 
November 1780, and ſtaying till about 
the latter end of that month, and after - 
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returning to Portſmouth for a very few 
days, coming back again to Richmond, 
and ſtaying till near Chriſtmas; that 
during ſuch time, there never was a day 
paſſed without his quarrelling with, and 
violently abuſing his wife; when the de- 
_ ponent has repeatedly heard him ſwear at 
her in a moſt ſhocking manner, and call 
her a bitch, whore, and other very op- 
probrious names, and without the leaſt 
cauſe that ſhe ever ſaw or heard. That 
one night, after the faid Iſaac Preſcott's 
daughter, and a young lady on a viſit 
there, were gone to bed, the parlour bell 
rang, the deponent went up to the door, 
and found it faſtened; but the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott calling to the deponent, told her 
to go up and take Mits Preſcott's candle 
away; that ſhe did ſo; and in her way 
down ſtairs again, and paſſing by the 
parlour door, ſhe heard the voice of the 
faid Ifaac Preſcott loud, and in a paſ- 
ſionate tone; and the ſaid Jane Preſcott 
crying cut very much; and ſhe alſo 
plainly heard the noiſe of blows given; 
from which the judged the ſaid Iſaac 
| Preſcott was then beating and uſing his 
wife ill. That another time the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott was up in her own room, 
. when, as ſhe informed the deponent, her 
vusband had turned her out of the par- 

| Jour, 


and further ſhe cannot depoſe. 
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lour, and would not let her ſit with him 
there; and the deponent thereupon went 


up to light the fire in her room, it being 
in November or December; but the ſaid 


Iſaac Preſcott then came up and forbid 
the deponent to light the fire, and made 
her go down again without lighting it. 
That at another time the deponent was 
waiting at table, at ſupper, when there 
were ſome oyſters in particular for ſup- 
r, but what elſe ſhe cannot recolle& ;_ 


pe 
that the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott had finiſhed - 


his ſupper before his wife began to eat; 
but upon her attempting to take an oyſter, 
he damned her, and ſwore ſhe ſhould. have 


no ſupper; and the deponent was, by his 


peremptory order, obliged to take every 
thing away without his ſuffering his wife 
to touch a morſe]. ; 


She further ſays, that the behaviour of 


the faid Iſaac Preſcott was always ſo vio- 


lent and paſſionate, that whenever he was 


in the houſe ſhe, herſelf, was in continual 
fear of him, and was always glad to get 
out of his way; and ſhe has reaſon to 


believe that his behaviour had nearly the 
ſame effect upon the reſt of the ſervants : 


ANN EDWARDS. 
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4th Octaler, 1783. 
The Depoſition of Roſe Hannah Lunn. 


ROSE HANNAH LUNN, of Brent- 
ford, in the county of Middleſex, ſpinſter, 
aged twenty- three years, a witneſs pro- 
duced and ſworn. She depoſes, that ſhe 
firſt came to know the articulate Jane 
Preſcott the producent, and the articulate 
Iſaac Preſcott, her husband, the other 
party in this cauſe, by going to live as a 
ſervant to them in their houſe at Rich- 
mond in Surry; that when ſhe firſt went, 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott was at ſea, as ſhe 
underſtood, but returned home to Rich- 
mond about the 16th of November fol- 
lowing ; that the ſaid Iſaac and Jane 
Preſcott never reſided a long time together 
at Richmond, he being often abſent on 
his duty abroad, and at other times the 
ſaid Jane Preſcott being abſent with him 
at Portſmouth, ſhe ſays that from the whole 
of the behaviour of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, 
ſhe looks upon him to be a perſon of a 
moſt paſſionate, moroſe, ſurly, and cruel 
| temper and diſpoſition ; and ſhe has ſeen 
inſtances of his ill treating the ſaid Jane 

1 ee Preſcott 


Laac Preſeatt, -B-- 


- Preſcott in a moſt harſh, cruel and impro- 
per manner, ſwearing at her moſt violently, 
and calling her by the moſt vile opprobri- 
ous names imaginable ; and that, as far as 
the deponent ever ſaw, without the leaſt 
provocation on her part, who on the con- 
trary always uſed to behave in the moſt 
ſubmiſſive manner, and uſed every endea- 
vour to pacify him, and reduce him to a 
better temper and diſpoſition. 


She further ſays, that ſhe firſt ſaw the 
ſaid Ifaac Preſcott about the 16th of No- 
vember 1780, and on the very day after 
ſuch his arrival, the deponent being coming 
down ſtairs, and through the paſſage _ 
adjoining the parlour, ſhe heard the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott in the parlour, very loud, 
and in a violent paſſion, ſwearing the moſt 
ſhocking oaths, and calling his wife re- 
peatedly a bitch, whore, and other oppro- 
brious names; and at the ſame time the 
deponent heard the voice of his wife, 
crying very much; that the deponent 
afterwards, in the paſſage, heard the noiſe 
of many blows given, and ſome one fall 
down, and dragged about the floor, which 
ſhe has no doubt was the ſaid Jane Preſ- 
cott, violently beaten, and dragged about 
by her husband, he being at the ſame 
time very loud and paſſionate, and 3 
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ſaid Jane Prefect: crying out, and ſcream- 
ing bitterly, and begging for mercy; 
and the ſame night the deponent remem- 
bers, there was no cloth laid for ſupper, 
by the expreſs order of the ſaid Ifaac 
Preſcott; and the ſaid Jane Preſcott having, 
whilſt he was from home, about an hour 
in the evening, ordered ſome oyſters to 
be got for ſupper, he on his return 
forbad their being brought into the par- 
Jour ; and the deponent verily believes 
the ſaid Jane Preſcott went to bed that 
night without voug: t to eat any 
ſupper. 


She further lays, ſhe well remembers 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott's coming to Rich- 
mond in March 1782, and continuing 
there till the beginning of May, during 
which time he renewed his ill behaviour 
towards his wife, ſo far that the deponent 
often heard him in violent paſſions, quar- 
relling with, and violently abuſing and 
ſwearing at the ſaid Jane Preſcott, and 
calling her by the moſt opprobrious 
names; but does not recolle&t to have 
ſeen him beat her — that time. 


She further ſays, that whilſt they lived 
at Richmond together, and ſhe was in 


| their ſervice, both herſelf and. the reſt _ 
the 
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his doing his wife ſome violent injury; 
and frequently expreſſed their apprehen- 


. 


Laid Iſaae Preſcott. 


three days after their return from Portſ- 
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| Preſcott very loud and violent, and his. 
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the ſervants have frequently- heard violent 


cries fron the faid Jane Preſcott-in her 


| own room, when they have been going to 


bed, and alſo very early in the morning, 1 

_ the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott at the ſame time 4 
ry loud, paſſionate and violent; and the 

ſai Iſaac Preſcott's behaviour was ſuch, 


that the deponent and the other ſervants _} 


were under continual apprehenſions of 


ſions to each other to that effect; and 
every one in the houſe was almoſt in a 
conſtant alarm and terror, owing to the 
paſſionate and violent behaviour of the 


And ſhe further ſays, that one day in 
carglenting: in December 1780, and about 


mouth to Richmond, they being together 
in the parlour, and the deponent happen- 
ing to go along the paſſage, cloſe to the 
parlour, heard the voice of the ſaid Ifaac 


wife crying out very much, and the noiſe 
of many blows given; that the ſoon after 
heard the noiſe of the poker being drawn 
out of the fire, and the voice of the faid 
Jane Preſcott at the ſame time ſcreaming 
out ut violently ; ; and ſhe was afterwards in- 
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formed by the ſaid Jane Preſcott, upon 
enquiring of her, that the ſaid Ifaac Preſ- 
cott terrified her exceedingly, by taking 
the poker hot out of the fire, and offering 
to burn her with it. That the ſame 
evening, the deponent being again in the 
' paſſage, . near the parlour, heard the faid 
Haac Preſcott again very loud and violent 
in the parlour, and the noiſe of many 
; blows given, and the voice of the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott crying out very much; and 
ſhe afterwards heard her beg of him to let 
her go out of the room: and the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott ſaid ſhe might if ſhe would: but 
upon her coming towards the door for that 
purpoſe, the depenent heard a noiſe as of 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott coming up to and 
dragging her backwards on the floor, and 
immediately the door was locked, and the 
key taken out; that in a little time the 
parlour bell rang, and -the deponent's fel-. 
low ſervant, Ann Edwards, going up to 
anſwer it, the deponent heard the faid 
Iſaac Preſcott ſpeaking to her follow ſer- 
vant through the door, and bidding her 
go and fetch Miſs Preſcott's candle down; 
that very ſoon afterwards the deponent a- 
gain heard the voice of the ſaid Jane Preſ- 
cott crying out very much, and a noiſe as 
of the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott again beating her; 
that ſhe afterwards heard him playing on 
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the harpſichord, and making a noiſe, as ij 


| todrown the eries of the ſaid Jane Preſcott, 
and prevent her being heard ; that after a 
ſhort pauſe of filence, ſhe heard him ſay, 
let us have the other tune, it's no new 
thing to me; it's like the wild geeſe in 
Newfoundland in the morning; and the 


then heard a noiſe as of the ſaid Jane Preſs 


cott again crying out, and ſcreaming very . 
much; that upon their going up ſtairs to 
bed, ſhe heard him ſay to her, he was 
never ſo happy as when he was uſing her 
ſo; and upon her faying ſhe hoped the 

next wife he had would have a little more 
| ſpicid and ſuit him better, or to that effect, 
he replied, if he had he would murder 
her; and the deponent has at ſeveral other 


times heard the like noiſes of beating and 


blows, when they have been together; 
and. the voice of the ſaid Jane Preſcott 
ſcreaming out, and crying and begging 
for mercy. That the deponent verily be- 
lieves the faid IHac Preſcott has ſeveral 
times prevented his wife from eating her 
meals, and ſhe once remembers her com- 
ing into the kitchen, and begging the de- 
ponent to make her a ſop from the meat 
then roaſting, and complaining ſhe was 
quite weak for want of food; that at 
times, when he has ſo ill treated the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott, ſhe uſed to retire into her 
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nt if ſhe could get a away from 
him, when ſhe would defire a gre to be 
lighted there; but which he uſed al- 
ways to prevent her having: and one time 
in particular ſhe remembers his going up 


ſtairs, and raking out all the fire, after it 
, Had been lighted; and ſtrictly forbidding 


any fire to be lighted in that room: 


and ſhe has frequently known her obliged 
to fit without a fire in her own room, 


for hours together, and that 3 in very 
cold weather. She fays that ſhe is now in 


ſervice with an aunt of Mrs. Preſcott's, 
to whom the ſaid Mrs. Preſcott came, 
when ſhe was obliged to leave her huſ- 
band's houſe, which muſt have been 
ſometime in November laſt; fince which 


time ſhe has never had any perſonal in- 
tercourſe with him, as the deponen ves | 


rily believes; and further the cannot 
pore: EE 
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7th Other, 1783. 


The Depoſition of Elizabeth Gale. 
ELIZABETH GALE, of Kew Green; 


| in the county of Surry, Pieter aged 


nineteen years, a witneſs produced and 


ſworn. She fays, that ſhe firſt came to 


know the articulate Jane Preſcott, pro- 
ducent, and the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, Eſq; 
her huſband, the other party in this caule, 
by going to live as ſervant to them at 


Richmond Green, in Surry, from whence 


they removed in about three weeks into 
lodgings at Richmond, and from thence 
in five or ſix weeks, into a houſe at Ted- 


dington in Middleſex, where the deponent 
| Raid in their ſervice about three months. 


She likewiſe ſays, that from the conduct 
and behaviour of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, 
ſhe thinks him a man of a very violent, 


morole, paſſionate and cruel temper and 


diſpoſition; and whilſt ſhe lived in their 
ſervice, ſhe has frequently heard him in 
violent paſſions with, and as ſhe appre- 


| hended, ufing his wife extremely ill, and 


that without any provocation given by the 


faid Jane Preſcott, ſo far as the ever ob- 


ſerved. 


| Tear Prejectt; Bj: 83 
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She further depoſes, that ſeveral times 

at Teddington, after every body in the 
honſe were retired to go to bed, ſhe and 
the other ſervant had heard violent noiſes 
in their chamber, and much ſcuffling, and 
could plainly diſtinguiſh ihe voice of the 
faid Iſaac Prefcott very loud and paſſionate 
and ſwearing ſhockingly ; and that of the 
ſaid Jane Preſcott ſcreaming out, and cry- 
ing bitterly, as if through violent ill treat- 
ment: and on ſuch occaſions ſhe has ſe- 


veral times come out of her huſband's 


room, and went up into and flept in a 
garret adjoining to the ſervant's garret, in 
which was a ſpare bed, and uſed to ſay ſhe 
was compelled to do ſo through her hus- 
band's ill uſage. That once ſhe went up 
and flept in ſuch bed till four o'clock in 
the morning, when there were no ſheets 
on it (there being none to be got at, ex- 
cept what were in the room adjoining to 
her husband's room, and which could not 
at that time of night be aired), and then 
again went into her husband's room : that 
the ſame morning, after her hasband was 
up, the deponent went to attend his wife 
before ſhe was up, and obſerved one of 
her eyes to be very red and ſwelled, and 
afterwards the redneſs turned black, and 
appeared to be the conſequence of a vio- _ 
| lent blow. 0 „ | 
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- She further ſays, that whilſt they lived 


at Richmond, that ſhe and the other ſer. | 


vants have, from the kitchen,. heard the 
ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, in the parlour or dining 


toom, very loud, and in violent paſſions 
with and ſwearing at his wife, and re- 


peatedly calling her bitch, whore, and 
many ſuch like opprobrious names; and 
has often heard alſo the noiſe of blows 
given. That once,. while they were at 
Richmond, the deponent, coming out-of 
the kitchen, and being on the ſtairs, heard 
a noiſe; Which ſhe believes to have been 
the conſequence of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott | 
puſhing his wife (who was ſcreaming out) 

down on the floor in the dining room ; 
that ſhe then heard the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, 5 
in a very ſurly paſſionate tone, bid the aid Po 
Jane Preſcott get up again, and upon her 
replying ſhe was afraid he would puſh her 
down 2gain, the deponent heard him ſay, 

upon his ſoul he would not ; but as ſoon, 
as the deponent apprehends, as ſhe was u 
again, ſhe heard a like noiſe, as of the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott being puſhed a ſecond time 
down, and ſhe then heard him laugh; and. 


for about a week after ſuch circumſtance, = 


the faid Jane Preſcott was in great pain, - 
and extremely ill with a complaint in her 
back, inſomuch that ſhe could ſcarcely: 
walk or fit upright. 


She 
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be alſo ſays, that while they were at 
1 after the ſaid Iſaac and Jane 
Preſcott were gone up ſtairs to bed, the 
bell rang, and the deponent anſwering = 
Mrs. Preſcott told her the ſhutters of the 
next room windows were not ſhut, and 
the deponent went in to ſhut them; that 
Whilſt ſhe was ſo doing, ſhe heard the 
faid Iſaac Preſcott ſay to his wife, if ſhe 
liked air, ſhe ſhould have plenty of it, and 
then both the ſaſhes were thrown. up : 
that the ſame night, after the deponent and 
the other ſervants were gone up to bed, 
they heard a great noiſe for ſome time in 
| the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott's room; after which 
* the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott. came up ſtairs, 
crying, into the garret, in her bed-gown, 
which was very much torn, and, as ſhe 
faid, by her huſband, becauſe ſhe had put 
it on on account of the ſaſhes of her room 
windows being kept open by her lius- 
band; and that was the time the lay part 
of the night in the garret, without any 
ſheets on the bed. 


She - further ſays, he has frequently 
heard the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott abuſing and 
ill treating his wife during their meals, as. 
well as at other times; and on ſuch occa- 

ions ſhe has often ſeen her come out of 


the room in tears, and as ſhe verily believes 
| without 
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without eating her meals; for at ſuch 


times the deponent has often carried her 
victuals, both breakfaſt and dinner, which 
ſhe has ſat and eaten on the landing place 
of the garret ſtairs; and the deponent and 
the other ſervants, 'both at Richmond and 


# Teddington, have frequently ſaid, among 


themſelves, there was no peace or happi- 
neſs in the houſe, by reaſon of the noiſes 
made by the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott continually 
{wearing at, * and ill treating his 
wife. 


she further . that once at Tedding- 


ton the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott took it into his 
gad to lock all the room doors, except 


the garret, and kept them locked great 


part of a day, and thereby prevented his 


wife from going into any of them. That 


ſhe knows the ſaid Jane Preſcott often 


had her meals on the garret landing place, 
and two or three times ſlept in the garret 


with the deponent and the other maid 
ſervaht, and ſeveral other times in the 
ſpare garret adjoining ; and whenever ſhe 


id fo, the deponent is of opinion ſhe was 


\ \,/compelled thereta by the ill uſage ſhe 


received from her husband in her own 
room, by reaſon ſhe has, at thoſe times, 
heard violent noiſes in her room; and on 


Tock gecalions, the came up ſtairg i in tears 


and 
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and great diſtreſs. And ſhe further fays, 
that ſhe now does and has for ſeven 
months paſt lived in the ſervice of the ſaid 
e Preſcott, at Kew Green, during 
which period ſhe has never had any inter- 
courſe whatever with her husband. Ang 
further he c cannot ſay, 


EL. ZaBE TR GALE. 


7th Onober, 1763 
The Depoſition of Thomas Piercy. 


THOMAS PIERCY, of Richmond, 
in the county of Surry, gardener, aged 
about twenty-ſix s, a witneſs pro- 
duced and ſworn, depoſes and fays, tha 
he was lent by his maſter to the articu- 
late Iſaac Preſcott, Eſq; as a ſervant, in 
April 1982, and continued with them 
as a kind of ſervant in the day time, about 
two months, while they lived at Rich- 
mond Green, but uſed to ſleep at home 
at nights, being a married man; and by 


| {has — he became acquainted with the 
"708 | 
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the ſaid Iſaac and Jane Preſcott; and from 
the whole he ſaw of the conduct of the 
ſaid Iſaac Preſcott during ſach time, he 
believes him to be a perſon of a very mo- 
roſe, ſurly, violent and cruel temper and 
diſpoſition : that he often ſaw them toges 
ther, particularly at meal times, when he 
uſed to wait on them; when ſcarce a day 
palled but he uſed to fly into the moſt vio- 
_ lent paſſions, and ſtorm, curſe and ſwear 
at his wife in the moſt ſhocking manner, 
and call her by the moſt opprobious 
names; and that, as far as the deponent 
ever ſaw, without the leaſt provocation 
whatever given by her, who uſed to ap- 
pear deeply diſtreſſed and affected by ſuch 
treatment: that he has frequently heard 
him damn, abuſe, and ſpeak ill of his 
wife's father, mother, and other relations, 
to het face, and ſeemingly with a deſign 
to diſtreſs and make her uneaſy. That 
the deponent cannot ſay he ever ſaw the 
| faid Ile Preſcott, ſtrike his wife; but 
one night after ſupper, as the deponent 
was going up the kitchen ſtairs to go out 
at the front door to go home, he heard the 
{aid Iſaac Preſcott in the parlour, in a vio- 
lent paſſion, and curſing and ſwearing at 
and abuſing the ſaid Jane Preſcott in a 
moſt ſhocking manner; and his wife cry- 
ing and lamenting very much; that there- 
; M | upon, 
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upon, ſtanding to liſten, he heard the noiſe 


of a violent blow given, and the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott inſtantly cried out murder twice ; 
that afterwards he continued curling and 
ſwearing at and abuſing her for ſome time, 


and till the deponent went out of the 


houſe ; but the deponent, as well then as 
at other times, was deterred from going 
into the room, becauſe he has frequently 
heard the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott declare, in the 
moſt violent manner, and with oaths and 
imprecations, that if any one dared to 
come into the room on thoſe occafions to 
ſee what was going forward, he would run 
them through the body, let them be who 


they would. 


He further ſays, that he has often heard 
the ſervants talk among themſelves of being 
conſtantly alarmed by the cries of the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott, when he has been ill treat- 
ing her, and ſay there was no quiet in the 


| Houſe for him; and that they uſed to be 


alarmed by the cries of his wife at nights, 
after they had been gone to bed: and fur- 


ther he cannot ſay. 


THOMAS PIERCY. 


hace Preſcott, Ef. oh: 


231g of Oger, 1783. 
The Depoſition of John Sith. 


JOHN. SITH, of Twickenham, in 
the county of Middleſex, ſervant, aged 


twenty-two years, a witneſs produced 


and ſworn. He ſays, that he became 
ſervant to the articulate Iſaac Preſcott, 
by reaſon of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott's 
being appointed to the command of a 
ſhip, called the Queen, he having been 

the ſervant of the former commander 
of the ſaid ſhip, and he quitted his ſervice 

about nine months ago. That he was at 

the houſe of the reverend Richard Walter, 
(with his maſter) at Portſmouth, at the 
time that he inter- married with the arti- 
culate Jane Preſcott the producent, then 
Jane Walter, the daughter of the reverend 
Richard Walter, and lived with them, till 
the ſaid Jane Preſcott quitted her husband 
at Teddington, which happened about 

the fifth day of November laſt; and, dur- 


ing that time, has been a witneſs of very 


many inſtances of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott 


falling into violent paſſions with, and 


curſing and ſwearing at his wife, in a 
1 2 2 
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moſt ſhocking manner. -alling her bitch, 
whore, and many ner vile and op- 
probrious names, and in other reſpects 
Ill treating and abuſing her; that he has 
alſo often heard the noiſe of blows, which 
he has no doubt were inflicted by the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott, on his wife, and once ſaw, 
him in the act of beating his ſaid wife; 
that his ill treatment of his wife began 
very ſoon after their marriage, and conti- 
nued the whole time of their living to- 
gether, and with very few intermithons ; - 
and the ſame uſed to cauſe his faid wife 
to ſhed tears, and lament very much, 
and it appeared yery deeply to affect 
and - diſtreſs her, and from the whole 
he has ſeen of his behaviour, he looks 
upon him to be a perſon of a very vio- 
Aent, paſſionate, moroſe, cruel, and brut- 
iſh temper and diſpoſition: that the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott appeared to make it her 
whole ſtudy to endeavour to pleaſe him, 
and whenever he was in paſſions, always 
chaved with the utmoſt ſubmiſſion, and 
uſed every endeavour to ſooth and pacify 
him, and never did or ſaid any thing in 
the leaſt tending to irritate or provoke 
him to anger, as far as the deponent 
ever fam. | 
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| | He allo ſays, that whillt they lined i at 
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Jaac Preſcott, . 
Mrs. Phillips's in Frederic- ſtreet, Portſ- 
mouth Common, and when they lived at 
Teddington, he has ſeveral times, after 
every body has been gone up ſtairs to 
bed, heard the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott turn 
his wife out of their bed room, and into 
other rooms, and follow her there, and 
turn her out again, and drive her down 
ſtairs, and back again, and at ſuch times 
he has been in violent paſſions, damning 
and ſwearing at her, and calling her names; 
and has alſo then heard the noiſe of 
blows, and the ſaid Jane Preſcott in tears, 
and repeatedly crying out, and ſhe has 
by ſuch means been prevented by her 
husband from going to bed 8 N of 
the night. 


He further ſays, that in the ſummer of 
1779, Whilſt they lodged the ſecond time 
at Mrs. Moore's, they came on board. the 
| Seaford one afternoon, with. Miſs Geor- 
giana Preſcott, the daughter of the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott ; that while they were in 
the cabin, the deponent hearing him in a 
violent paſſion, and his wife and daughter 
both crying out and ſcreaming, he looked 
through a crack in the cabin wainſcot, 
and faw him ſtrike his wife with his 
doubled fiſt ſeveral violent blows about 
the: ſhoulders, and the back of her * 
1 at 
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that the cabin bell being rang ſoon after, 
the deponent's fellow ſervant, George 


Starhng, who is ſince dead, firſt went in; 


and the deponent being afterwards order- 
ed in by the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, upon ac- 
count of a tea- pot which had been broke 
ſome time before, then ſaw the faid Jane 
Preſcott in tears, and great diſtreſs, with 
her cap almoſt off, her hair about her 
ears, and her dreſs otherwiſe very much 
diſordered and tumbled. 


He further ſays, that whilſt they re- 
fided at Mrs. Phillips's, he uſed to lie in 
a room over that of the faid Iſaac and 
Jane Preſcott; that ſcarce a day paſſed 
without his falling into violent paſſions 
with and ſwearing at his wife, abuſing and 
calling her names; and that in the day 
time as well as at night, after they have 
been retired to go to bed. That he has 
ſeveral. times heard him turn his wife out 
of the bed room, and drive her into other 
rooms, and up and down ſtairs; and from 
the noiſes. the deponent has heard when he 
has been in thoſe paſſions, and the tears 
and.cries of the ſaid Jane Preſcott, and the 
deponent frequently hearing her beg and 
intreat him not to uſe her fo, he hath no 
doubt but the faid .Ifaac Preſcott fre- 
quently. ſtruck and beat her in a violent 
and 
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and cruel manner. That he was one 
night in the room with them after 
ſupper, when he, being in a violent 
paſſion, took up a glaſs full of hot punch, 
or water for making punch, and threw it 
at her, and part of it went over her - 
cloaths and wetted her, and part on the 
window curtains, and he at the ſame time - 
exclaimed, damn you, you bitch, I wiſh 
it was boiling hot. That at another 
time he went out in the morning, after he _ 
had had his breakfaſt, and the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott coming down . ſoon afterwards 
into a little back parlour, deſired the de- 
ponent to bring her her breakfaſt there.; 
that he accordingly did ſo, and juſt as he 
had carried the breakfaſt in, the ſaid Iſaac 
| Preſcott came into the houſe again, a back 
way, and immediately, in a violent paſ- 
ſion, drove his wife up ſtairs before him 
and did not ſuffer her to have any break- 
faſt that morning, and ſwore to the depo- 
nent, that if he ever caught him giving 
her any thing in. his abſence, or without 
his leave, he would have him ſeverely 
flogged ; and he uſed alſo often to ſay to 
the deponent, in the abſence of his wife, 
that ſhe was the damnedlt bitch that ever 
lived, and threaten him, if ever he knew 
him to ſay any thing about his treatment 
* or behaviour to her, he would ſurely be 
| the 
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the death of him. That another night, 
being the night before they were to ſer off 
early the next morning for Richmond, the 
deponent and coxſwain, John Jefferſon, 
had been to ſee a gentleman, who had 
ſpent the evening with the ſaid Iſaac Preſ- 
cott, ſafe into Portſmouth ; and upon 
their return, were told that the ſaid Ifaac 
Preſcott had been ufing his wife extremely 
ill, and driving her about the houſe in 
her ſhift ; that they were then in their 
own room, from whence (the door being 
a little open) the deponent heard the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott in tears, and her huſband 
ſay to her, damn you, you bitch, damn 
you, my ſervants ſhall ſee you. That he 
then callea out to the deponent and the 
ſaid Jefferſon, two or three times, to come 
up ſtairs, which, however, they took no 
notice of; but the deponent, peeping u 
ſtairs, and obſerving the door not to be ſo 
open but that they might paſs by unper- 
ceived, he and the ſaid Jefferſon flipped 
up ſtairs into their own room, from 
whence, by the noiſe they heard; and the 
cries of the ſaid Jane Preſcott, he has no 
doubt but that the ſaid Iſaac Preicott con- 
tinued to beat and ill uſe her a conſidera- 
> nn „ 
He further ſays, that for about a month 
or two after their marriage, they refided 
5 | at 
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at the houſe of the Rev. Richard Wal ter, 
during which time the deponent remem- 


bers having heard the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott . 


abuſe and curſe and ſwear at his ſaid wife, 
and call her names more than once; but 
the particulars of what paſſed or what 
gave riſe to ſuch uſage, he did not take 
particular notice of, and cannot now re- 
| collect. | | 


He further ſays, be remembers their 


| lodging at a Mrs. Moore's, in Daniel's 
Row, Portſmouth Common, in the ſpring 
of 1779, and likewiſe that, the ſaid Jane 
Preſcott was very ill during ſuch period. 


He further ſays, be remembers their 
lodging a ſecond time at Mrs. Moore's ; 
that whilſt they ſo lodged there, he has 
ſeveral times heard the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott 


curſe and ſwear at his wife, and abuſe her 


in the moſt violent manner, - call her 
by the moſt opprobrious names, and has 


heard her at the ſame time in tears and 


great diſtreſs; but he never remembers 


ever to have ſeen or heard him ſtrike her 


at Mrs. Moore's; for that his behaviour 


was ſo diſagrecable, that he always kept 


out of the way of ſeeing and hon it 
as much as . 
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He alſo ſays, that he returned with the 
ſaid Captain Preſcott in March 1782, from 
'an expedition with Commodore John- 
ſtone ; and that about May following, he 
went to live with them at Richmond, at 
which place they lived till July follow- 
ing; and there alſo the deponent has often 
heard him in violent paſſions with and 
ſwearing at and abuſing his wife, and 
calling her names; and the ſaid Jane Preſ- 
cott at thoſe times crying and lamenting 
C 


He further ſays, that they reſided at 
Teddington from July 1782, till the be- 
ginning of November following, during 
which time a day never paſſed without 
his hearing the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott in vio- 
leat paſſions with and ſtorming and ſwear- 
ing at and abuſing the ſaid Jane Preſcott 
molt violent; and from the noiſes on 
thoſe occaſions, and the tears and cries of 
the ſaid Jane Preſcott, the deponent has no 
doubt he frequently beat her. That one 
time in particular, they being in the gar- 
den, and the deponent being ſent for to 
them, in going towards them, he ſaw the 
faid | Iſaac Preſcott, in a violent paſſion, 
ſtrike his wife two or three times vio- 


lently, with bis hand, that he then ſtruck ' 
at her with his foot, but ſhe got out of 
| 8 e 
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his reach; after which, he pelted her with - 
ſome dirt. That he alſo faw them one day 

at the Gate, in company with the articu- 
late Mifs Caſers ; and after they had been 
there ſome little time; he heard the ſaid 
| Tfaae Preſcott fay to his wife, in a very 
ſurly manner, Come, madam, march 
in;” and after they were in the houſe, he 


irc him ſtorm, ſwear at, and abuſe his 
| wife i in a moſt violent manner. 


- 


He further ſays, that at Gals other 
times at Teddington, when the. ſiſters 
and couſins of the faid Iſaac Preſcott 
were there, he hath known the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott prevent her having her meals ; 
and when he and the reſt of the family 
have been at breakfaſt and dinner in the 
arlour, has known the ſaid Jane Preſcott 
it by herſelf in the hall, or up in her own 
room, being obliged ſo to do by her huſ- 
band. And the deponent has frequently, 
while they were at Mrs. Phillips's, left 
the houſe and gone on board the by and 
pretended! illneſs, as an excuſe for ſtaying 
on board, becauſe he did not like to ſee 
and hear the ill ufage of the ſaid Ifaac 
Preſcott towards his wife; and the depo- 
nent has frequently heard the ſervants in 
the houſe, both at Portſmouth, Rich- 


mond, and Teddington, oy they were 
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afraid, by the cries of the faid Jane Pref | 


cott, that the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott would 
ſometime or other beat her ſo, as. to do 
her a miſchief ; and uſed alſo to hear them 
complain, that there was no peace to be 
had in the houſe, by reaſon of his conti- 


nual ill uſage of his wife; and that their 


reſt at nights was frequently broken and 
diſturbed, by reaſon of the cries of the 
ſaid Jane Preſcott. 


He further ſays, that the ſaid Iſaac 
Preſcott told him frequently, he was 


never ſo happy as when he was ill uſing 


his wife, and that if he ever married, if 
he did not uſe his wife as he did his, he 
ought to be damned, and other expreſſions | 


of the ſame tendency. 


He further ſays, that when the faid 
Jane Preſcott left her huſband's houſe at 


Teddington, her health appeared to be 


very much impaired, and was very much 


altered, owing in a great meaſure, as the 


deponent has every. reaſon. to apprehend, 
to the ſeries of ill treatment ſhe had met 


with from her huſband; and further he 


cannot depoſe. 
The mark of 
JOHN SITH. 


& 
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The Depoſition of Mary Bourchier. 


MARY BOURCHIER, wife of John 
Bourchier, Eſq; of Richmond,. in the 
county of Surry, aged thirty-four years, 
a witneſs produced and ſworn. She de- 
poſes, that ſhe is ſiſter to the articulate 
Jane Preſcott the producent. That the 
faid Iſaac and Jane Preſcott continued for 
ſome time, after their marriage, at the 
houſe of the Rev. Mr. Walter; and that 
ſhe continued there with them for a little 
time. That whilſt ſhe was there, ſhe 
remarked, that the behaviour of the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott towards his wife before 
company, was ſometimes very tender and 
affectionate; and at other times equally 
ſullen and moroie; but from the. noiſes 
ſhe uſed to hear when they were in their 
own apartment together, and the. crying 
and ſobbing which ſhe uſed to hear from 
the ſaid Jane Preſcott, and her appearing 
frequently dull and dejected, and her eyes 
being frequently red and having the ap- 
pearance of her having cried much, the 
deponent has every reaſon to believe that 
when alone, the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott began 
#3 to 
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to ill treat his wife very early, and 151 
more than a week after their marriage, and 
frequently repeated ſuch ill treatment; 
and it was from an apprehenſion thereof 
that a coolneſs took place between the de- 
" ponent and the faid Ifaac Preſcott, (and 
through his influence and interference) 
his wife alſo, inſomuch that when ſhe 
left her father's houſe, ſhe was not on 
terms of common civility with either of 
them: and from the whole ſhe has ſeen of | 
feng the faid Iſaac Preſcott, ſhe looks upon his 
temper and diſpoſition to be a very bad 
| one, as bad as any man's well r | 


| She further fays, that © one 8 
in the latter end of May 1. 9, ſhe being 
on a viſit at the houſe of the articulate 

Mr. Ridge, at Kilminſton, the ſaid 
Iſaac and Jane Preſcott came there on a 
we alſo, and ſtaid till the Friday follow- 

that ſhe, not being ng upon 

= terms, had no intercourſe with 
them for the ſecond or third firſt days. 
and ſaw nothing of them except before 
company, but remembers on the Wed- 
neſday afternoon. (there being company) 
that -upon Mrs. Preſcott's. coming . into 
the drawing room, her face ſeemed re- 

| fluſhed, and her eyes appeared 
my red and ſwelled, as if _— excel- 


ſi ve 
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five. crying, and ſhe appeared very de- 


jected and low ſpirited: that the faid _ 


Tha and Jane Preſcott being then to 
leave Kilminſton — _ day, and the 
deponent being ous of being on 

— U with her ſiſter, wrote to „ 
that purpoſe, but it being intimated to 
the de ponent, through the medium of 
Mrs. Ridge, that it was not to be done 
without an application to captain Preſcott, 


ſhe condeſcended to write to him alſo; 


and fo brought about a reconciliation 
for that time: and ſhe ſays, that oa 


the Thurſday, during dinner, the ſaic > 3 


Iſaae Preſcott appeared to be in ſo ill a 
humour as ſcarcely to be able to com- 
mand his temper; that after dinner a 


walk being propoſed, the ſaw him go ap 


to his wife, and ſhaking his cane over her, 


in a moroſe threatening manner, the de- 


ponent overheard him order her to go in- 
ſtantly up ſtairs into her own room; that 
the deponent thereupon hurried the faid 
Iſaac Preſcott and Mrs. Ridge out with 


Mo with a view, that Mrs. Preſcott, by 


g left alone, might have a little 
wore # from her huſband's ill treatment; 
that upon their return, they foun® Mrs. 
Preſcott, and Mr, Ridge, Sting: in the 
court-yard, before the houſe, when the 
laid Iſaac aden went up to his ns 

_. 
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and carlily aſked her what ſhe did there, 
and then treated her with the fouleſt and 
moſt groſs language. That in going into 
the houſe, ſhe ſaw him puſh her before 
him acroſs the ſtone paſſage, and up ſtairs. 
That immediately afterwards the depo- 


nent being again gone to 'the front of the 


houſe, heard a violent noiſe in their cham- 
ber, ſo as to make the windows of the 
bouſe actually ſhake ; that © thereupon, 
running into the dining room under the 
chamber, ſhe plainly heard the noiſe of 
many violent - blows, and the voice of 
the aid Jane Preſcott ſcreaming out and 
crying very much; upon which ſhe ran 
up to Mrs. Ridge's chamber, and begged 
of her to go with her into their chamber : 

that they did ſo, and at firſt, as the depo- 
nent thinks, found the room door locked ; 
but upon the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott opening 
it, went in, and found his wife fitting 
in a condition, as if quite overcome, 
and ftupified, and the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott 
in a fluſh of violent anger; and upon 
their entering the room, he immediately 
went down ſtairs. That ſome time after, 
the deponent went up ſtairs again, to call 
M rs. Preſcott down to tea, and found her 


in a very dejected low ſpirited condition; 


and then ſaying ſhe was ſure her huſband 


* been — * ſhe oy! ſhook 2 
„ 


head, but made no reply; but afterwards * "oY 
told the deponent, that he had beat her: 


that the ſame afternoon, after tea, the de- 
ponent, Mrs. Ridge, and Mr. and Mrs. 


| Preſcott went out to walk in the garden, 


and Mrs. Ridge ſpeaking. of ſome fine 
bacon ſhe. had, they turned back towards 
the houſe, to go and look at it; that 
Mrs. Preſcott then whiſpering to the de- 
nent ſhe muſt go to the neceſſary,” and 
2 turned that away, her huſband, 
upon obſerving it, immediately caught 
hold of her, and ſwore if ſhe choſe to 
walk it ſhould be with him; and there- 


upon dragged her along very faſt into a 
long walk in the garden, out of fight of 


the walk they were then in, That the 


deponent and Mrs. Ridge followed; but 


before they came in fight, heard the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott ſcream out violently; and 
thereupon running as faſt as they could to 
the walk they were in, the deponent there 
ſaw the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, with his cane, 
ſtrike his wife ſeveral very quick and ſmart 
blows, acroſs her back or ſhoulders, and 
the ſaid Jane. Preſcott had her hands 
lifted up as if endeavouring to defend 

herſelf; that the deponent immediately 
called out, for God's fake, what are you 
doing, conſider her ſituation, alluding to 


her being then with child, and as the 
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fact was very Gck and ill, in confequence 
of her ſituation, upon which he deſiſted, 
and turning to Mrs. Ridge upon her com- 
ing up, began to apologize to her, for 
baving alarmed and frightened her, but 
took no notice of the deponent, or his 
wife, that ſoon after they all went into 
the houſe, and up into the room of the 
faid Iſaac and Jane Preſcott, where the 
deponent, knowing the uneaſineſs of Mrs- 
Preicott's ſituation, requeſted the ſaid 
Iſaac Preſcott to permit her to leave the 
room; which he peremptorily refuſed, 
nor could ſhe obtain his permiſſion till 
ſhe informed him of the diſtreſs of her 
ſituation, and where ſhe wanted to go. 
She further fays, that they left Kilminſter 
the following morning, and ſhe never ſaw 
them together afterwards; that the ſaid 
Jane Preſcott left her huſband's houſe 
at Teddington, about the 6th of Novem- 
ber, on account of his continued ill treat- 
ment of her, as the deponent believes, and 
has never fince had any perſonal inter- 
courſe with him . whatever ; ard further 
ſhe cannot depoſe. 


MARY BOURCHIER. 
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T The Depoſition of Fane Maclaive: ons 
JANE MACLAINE; 1 of Peter 


2 gardener, of Northaw, in the 
county of Hertford, aged twenty-four 


years, 4 witneſs produced and ſworn, de- 
poſes and ſays, that in Auguſt 1782, 
ſhe went to live in the fervice of the ar- 
ticulate Iſaac Preſcott, Eſq; her huſband, 
party in this cauſe, at their houſe at Ted- 


dington, and ſtaid with them about three 
months, and ſo came to know and be ac 


quainted with them both : that during 
ſuch period; ſhe has often heard the ſaid 


I ſaac Preſcott very loud, and in violent 


paſſions with his wife, when he would 
{wear at her very much, and from the 


_ cries which the deponent has heard from 


the ſaid Jane Preſcott at ſuch times, both 
in the day time as well as at night, ſhe 


believes the ſaid Ifaac Preſcott uſed at 


ſuch times to beat and atherwiſe ill treat 


her, though ſhe cannot ſay ſhe ever faw 


him ſtrike her. That during ſuch period 
the faid Jane Preſcott was almoſt always 


in tears, and in a a moft dejected low ſpirited 
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and melancholy ſtate of. mind, owing to 
as the deponent believes, the continual 
ill uſage ſhe received from her. huſband; 
and it was from his violent behaviour and 
the conſtant noiſe and confuſion thereby 
occaſioned in the houſe, that the deponent 
was induced to quit their ſervice. From 
the whole ſhe has ſeen of the behaviour 
of the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott, ſhe believes him 
to be not only of a very violent and paſ- 
fionate, but alſo of a very barbarous, mo- 
roſe, and cruel temper and diſpoſition. 


She further ſays, ſhe remembers one 
day after ſome company, who had dined 
with them, were gone, ſhe ſaw the ſaid 
Iſaac and Jane Preſcott and Miſs Coſens 
in company together at the gate, that 
afterwards the faid Jane Preſcott went up 
into her own room and was followed by 
her huſband ; that ſoon after the depo- 
nent went up ſtairs to turn the beds 
down, and going to their chamber door 
for that purpoſe, found the door faſtened 
on the inſide, and then heard the voice of 
the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott extremely loud and 
paſſionate, and ſwearing ſhockingly, and 
the noiſe of many blows given, and the 
voice of his wife ſcreaming out, and cry- 
ing very much ; that ſoon after the de- 
ponent continuing in the landing * 

| the 


9 2 A * 8 a. Lao 0 ===” 4. LI = * * 
: a” adds Mats ie . r 0 ; F p Ma 
L L S:4 4 b 4 * * 
172 3 . - 
; A F . 
4 * . : 
_ . i 
» 


Taaac Preſcott, Es. 109 
the ſaid Jane Preſcott opened the door 
and ran out in the adjoining chamber, 
being the chamber of a Mrs. Hutchinſon, 
Iſaac Preſcott's ſiſter, where her huſband 
immediately followed her, and faſtened 
the door; that the deponent then heard 
the noiſe of many blows given, and the 
ſaid Iſaac Preſcott loud and paſſionate, 
and his wife continuing to ſcream out; 
that ſoon after, as it appeared to the depo-— 
nent, the ſaid Jane Preſcott was thrown 
down upon the floor; and ſhe then heard 
her beg of him, for God's fake to deſiſt, 
and permit her to get up; to which he 
replied, ſhe might, and he would not 
| ſtrike her again; but nevertheleſs the de- 
ponent immediately afterwards again heard 
the noiſe of blows, and of the faid Jane 
Preſcott's being again thrown down. That 
the deponent then went down ſtairs, and 
going up again ſome time afterwards to 
ſhut the windows of a ſpare bed room, 
| ſhe. there found the ſaid Jane Preſcott: 
lying down on the bed, and 1n tears, in 
great agony, pain and grief; and ſhe then 
complained to the deponent of being very 
much hurt and bruiſed, ſo as to be ſcarce 
able to move, and to be unable to fit up- 
right; and ſhe begged of her to call the 
other maid to her aſſiſtance. That the 
deponent accordingly did fo, and they 
6 put 
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put the ſaid Jane Preſcott to bed iii that 


room, where ſhe continued *% ill, as to 
be wholly confined for two if not three 


days, owing entirely, as the deponent be- 
lieves, to her huſband” s ill treatment. | 


She further fays, that 1 aid Jane 


| Preſcott was in ſo ill a ſtate of health, par- 


ticularly with pains in her head, owing, 
as the deponent believes, to her husband's 
ill uſages, to be unable to get up to break- 
faſt; and on ſuch occaſions he would 


not permit any breakfaſt to be carried up 


to her, and would ſay, if ſhe did not 
get up and come down to breakfaſt, ſhe 
ſhould go without ; and once in particular f 
the nurſery maid made a baſon of her 

own tea in the kitchen, and carried up to 

the ſaid Jane Preſcott, becauſe her huſ- 

band would not ſuffer any to be ſent up 

out of the Fa 


She alſo depoſes, that on the firſt * of 
her coming out of her room, after her 
huſband's ill treatment, as before men- 
tioned, ſhe ſat moſt of the day on the 
landing place, fearing, as the deponent 
ſuppoſes, to go into ner huſband's com- 
pany: that between three and four in the 


afternoon of the ſame day, the deponent 


law him go up We and lock. all the 
room 


Vuring her natural life. 


wards in the duſk of the evening ſhe heard 
a violent noiſe on the ſtair-caſe, and the 


ſaid Jane Preſcott crying out very much, 
but did not go herſelf to ſee what was the 


matter ; but very ſoon after, Mrs. Hutch- 


inſon's maid came into the kitchen, and 


ſaid the ſaid Iſaac Preſcott had been drag- 
ging his wife down ſtairs. She alſo ſays, . 
that while ſhe lived with them, the faid 
Jane Preſcott had often pains in her head, 
and complaints, proceeding as ſhe believes 
principally, if not entirely, from the ill 


treatment of her husband, but appears to 
be, in other reſpects, in a good ſtate of 
health: and further ſhe cannot depoſe. 


The mark of 
JANE MACLAINE. 


_—_ 


N. B. Mrs. Preſcott was qivorced 


From bed, board, and mutual cohabitation 
_ with her huſband, by reaſon of cruelty ; + 


and the court has adjudged ninety pounds 
per annum, to be paid her by Mr. Preſcott, 
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room doors on the firſt floor, and after- 
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